Winter 2014

Spring Tour Openings

Have you wanted to bring your
students to the Hall of Justice in
the spring? This is the year!

Limited openings are available,
even at popular times on certain
days.

Call 517-373-7171 today!

Calendar

March

4-6 MSC Oral Arguments
April

1-3 MSC Oral Arguments
May

1 Law Day

4-6 MSC Oral Arguments
26 State Holiday

July

4 State Holiday

21-25 Exploring Careers in
the Law, Gr. 10-12

Michigan Supreme Court Learning Center Educator Newsletter

Law Day 2014: Why Every Vote Matters
May 1

Limited numbers of tours for Law Day, May 1, are still available.
Activities will include:

e Voting with real voting equipment, sponsored by the Lansing
City Clerk.

e Discussions led by justices, judges, and other legal
professionals.

e Free curriculum materials for each group.

Call 517-373-7171 to make your reservation.

Summer Moot Court for High School
July 21-25

The Learning Center is pleased to offer a dynamic day program for
students considering legal careers. Participants argue a moot court
case as if they are justices and attorneys at the Supreme Court.

The case involves the warrantless search of a cell phone. What
protections does the U.S. Constitution offer? What rules should
apply? Participants will argue and decide.

Exploring Careers in the Law, Grades 10-12
Applications — http://courts.mi.gov/education/learning-center/
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Justitia

Why Do Judges Wear Robes?

A judge’s robe is like a uniform. It shows that the judge
represents the judicial branch of government. The robe reminds
everyone that the judge interprets the law and makes decisions
according to the law. Today, every state judge in Michigan
wears a black robe in the courtroom.

In the early United States most judges did
not wear robes, except for the justices of the
U.S. Supreme Court. Judicial robes
reminded the founders of being ruled by
England, since English judges wore robes
and wigs in court and for other ceremonies.

“When acting in
his or her official
capacity in the
courtroom, a
judge shall wear
a black robe.”

MCR 8.115(B).

At the beginning of the 20th century,
judges across the U.S. began to change
their minds. They started to think of the
robe as an important symbol of justice. By 1909 justices of the
Michigan Supreme Court wore judicial robes when they met in
the courtroom at the State Capitol in Lansing.

It took many years before all trial court judges wore robes in
court. Many preferred to wear business suits instead of judicial
robes. Some said that robes were too hot in summer. Others
thought that wearing a robe did not automatically make a
person a good judge.

Over time, more and more judges believed that robes added
dignity to the courtroom. In 1973 a court rule was adopted that
said all judges and justices must wear a judicial robe while on
the bench. There is a similar rule today.

The Michigan Supreme Court wore robes in the courtroom at the State
Capitolin 1909. (Note that the Court included eight members then. This
court composition chart shows how the number has changed over time.)

Winter 2014

Teaching Civics
through Literature

National Constitution
Center, Civics in Literature
— Civic education materials
based on children’s literature
and other famous historical
texts. Monthly lessons for K— 6
correspond with specific civic
holidays.

Teaching Civics, Teaching
Civics through Children’s
Literature — Teaching guides
for K-6 literature to help teach
Civics, Government, and
English Language Arts
standards.

California on my Honor,
Suggested Books for Civics-
Themed Lessons — Extensive
annotated bibliography of books
for K-12.

Educational Value
of Field Trips

A recent study found that
students on school visits to
museums retain a great deal of
factual information from their
tours. These experiences also
improve:

Critical thinking skills,
Historical empathy,
Tolerance for other views,
e Interest in art and culture.

For further details of the
research and results, read the
full article at EducationNext,
Winter 2014, a publication of
Harvard University.

Michigan Supreme Court Learning Center, http://courts.mi.gov/education/learning-center/
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