
 

Summer 2014  

Michigan Supreme Court Learning Center · PO Box 30205 · Lansing, MI 48909 · 517-373-7171 | © 2014, Michigan Judicial Institute  

Your received this newsletter because you registered at http://courts.mi.gov/education/learning-center/ or participated in a Michigan Supreme 
Court Learning Center tour or program. If you no longer wish to subscribe, please email LearningCenter-eNews@courts.mi.gov. 

Michigan Supreme Court Learning Center Educator Newsletter 

Educator Resources  

The Learning Center’s website 
has been updated and 
restructured! 

 Field Trips 
 Curriculum Resources 
 Programs and Events 

Calendar 
September 
1 State Holiday 
16 Constitution Day at the 

Learning Center 
24 MSC Public Hearing  

October 
7–9 MSC Oral Arguments 
22 Court Community 

Connections, in Macomb 
County 

November 
4 Election Day 

School Tours  
Call 517-373-7171 
Tour openings are available in 2014–15, but 
popular dates are going fast. Free, guided 
tours may be reserved for Mondays–Fridays, 
9 a.m.–4 p.m., except state holidays.  

Curriculum connections include: 

 Michigan Studies 
 Government and Civics 
 Constitution Day 
 
To see the Michigan Supreme Court courtroom during your visit, 
you must request this specifically when making a tour 
reservation. Additional time is required. Because of the Court’s 
schedule, courtroom visits cannot be guaranteed. Ask your 
scheduler for details. 

 

Constitution Day 
Celebrate Constitution Day at the Learning 
Center on September 16. Students will 
reenact the signing of the Constitution in 
1787 and meet with members of the judiciary 
who discuss the importance of this founding 
document. Call 517-373-7171 to schedule. 

More resources appear on the next page. 

 

Election Day 
Judges of Michigan’s judicial branch of government are elected. 
Read and discuss the story “Judge Ethics Runs for Reelection” or 
the companion “Judicial Elections” to prepare for November 4. 

 New 
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The Constitution & 
Michigan’s Judicial 
Branch of Government 
In Michigan, the judicial branch 
of government interprets the 
Michigan Constitution and the 
U.S. Constitution. 

More information about both 
documents is available on the 
Learning Center website’s 
Constitutions page. 

 

Michigan 
Supreme 
Court Justices Discuss 
the U.S. Constitution 
Look for a new online video to 
debut in time for Constitution 
Day. The 15-minute resource will 
include a discussion of the U.S. 
Constitution by Chief Justice 
Robert P. Young, Jr., and Justice 
Bridget Mary McCormack and  
more. 

The video will debut on the 
Court’s Public Outreach webpage 
(scroll down) September 9. 

Best of the Web 
Constitution Word Lists, 
Vocabulary.com 

Words and definitions important 
for reading the Constitution 

 Preamble 
 Bill of Rights I  
 Bill of Rights II 
 Amendments XI–XXVII  

 
Writing a Classroom 
Constitution, Constitutional 
Rights Foundation Chicago 

Students use the Constitution as 
a model to write their own 
preamble and “articles” (rules) 
for their classroom. (Elem–MS)  

 We the Students 

 
Drafting Board, iCivics  

Does the Constitution guarantee 
students the right to wear 
whatever clothing they want to 
school? (Upper Elem–HS) 

 The Constitution, Student 
Expression 

We the People 
of the United States, 
in Order to form a 
more perfect Union, 
establish Justice, 
insure domestic 
Tranquility, provide 
for the common 
defence, promote the 
general Welfare, and 
secure the Blessings 
of Liberty to 
ourselves and our 
Posterity, do ordain 
and establish this 
Constitution for the 
United States of 
America. 

 

Preamble 
Challenge 
In honor of 
Constitution Day, 
the Civics Renewal 
Network is asking 
schools around the 
country to join in a 
reading of the 
Preamble to the 
Constitution. A free 
toolkit is provided. 
Sign up your class 
or school here. 

Constitution Day – Resources for the Classroom 

Coming Soon! 

Chief Justice Robert P. Young, Jr.,  (l) 
and Justice Bridget Mary McCormack 
discuss the Constitution. 

About Constitution Day  
Federal law stipulates that 
schools and federal agencies 
must offer education sessions 
about the Constitution on or 
near September 17, the date that 
the document was signed by 
delegates in Philadelphia in 
1787. Similar observances date 
back to the mid-1950s. 
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