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Teacher Testimonials 
The Learning Center was a great 
extension to our learning about 
the three branches of 
government. 

Visiting the Learning Center 
made the student’s learning 
meaningful and “brought to life” 
what we were reading in class. 

I  the Hall of Justice! 

 

School Tours, 2012–2013 

It’s late August, so your likely making your back-to-school plans. Is the 
Michigan Supreme Court Learning Center on your calendar for 2012–2013? 
Openings are still available, even during the popular spring months, but 
they are going fast! Make your reservations today at 517-373-7171. 

We can help your students learn about: 

• Michigan Studies 
• Government and Civics 
• Core Democratic Values 
• Constitution Day 

Constitution Day 

Celebrate the 225th anniversary of the signing of the U.S. Constitution in 
1787. Constitution Day festivities will be held at the Learning Center on 
September 19. Activities will include themed tours, free curriculum 
materials, and special guest speakers. All grades. (See page 2 for more 
Constitution Day resources.) 
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CALENDAR 

Sept 3 State Holiday 
Sept 19 Constitution Day at the 

Learning Center 
Sept 27 Public Hearing* 
Oct 9–11 Oral Arguments* 
Nov 6 Election Day 
Nov 13–15 Oral Arguments*  
Nov 11 State Holiday 
Nov 22–23 State Holidays 
Nov 28 Public Hearing* 
Dec 11–13 Oral Arguments* 
Dec 24–25 State Holidays 
Dec 31 State Holiday 
Jan 1 State Holiday 

*Proceedings of the Michigan Supreme Court 
are broadcast on Michigan Government 
Television (MGTV). The State Bar of Michigan 
also archives proceedings online at 
www.michbar.org/courts/virtualcourt.cfm. 
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Which Constitution? 

Michigan’s judges swear (or affirm) to uphold the Michigan Constitution 
and the U.S. Constitution, so they must have detailed knowledge of both. 
How much do you know about these two important documents? 
(Answers below.) 

 U.S.  Mich.  

1) World’s oldest written constitution. ⃝ ⃝ 

2) Approved by voters in 1963. ⃝ ⃝ 

3) Defines three branches of government. ⃝ ⃝ 

4) Begins “We the people . . .” ⃝ ⃝ 

5) Protects the rights of those accused of crimes. ⃝ ⃝ 

6) Protects the rights of crime victims. ⃝ ⃝ 

7) Guarantees the right of trial by jury. ⃝ ⃝ 

Stumped? Use these websites to help you. 

Michigan Constitution – Michigan Legislative Website 
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/ 

Charters of Freedom – National Archives 
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution.html  

All 

Zoom In on the United States Constitution – Colonial Williamsburg 
http://www.history.org/media/slideshows/constitution_magnify/  

Which Founder Are You? – National Constitution Center 
http://constitutioncenter.org/foundersquiz/  

Bill of Rights Match Game – Texas LRE 
http://www.texaslre.org/BOR/billofrights.html  

Elementary 

Bill of Rights – BrainPop 
http://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/usgovernmentandlaw/billofrights/preview.weml  

Middle School/High School 

Constitutional Convention – Annenberg Foundation 
http://games.sunnylandsclassroom.org/Preview/Games/?gameid=1 

Life without the Bill of Rights – Bill of Rights Institute 
http://billofrightsinstitute.org/resources/student-resources/play-games/life-without-the-bill-of-
rights/ 

 

Best  
of the Web 

CONSTITUTION 
FUN & GAMES  

 

Answers: 1) U.S., 2) Mich., 3) Both, 4) Both, 5) Both, 6) Mich., 7) Both. 

 

Constitution in Every 
Fifth Grader’s Pocket 

The Michigan Lawyers Auxiliary 
(MLA) has partnered with 
Liberty Day to organize the 
distribution of Liberty Day 
Pocket Constitutions, lesson 
plans, and online resources to 
every fifth- grade classroom in 
Michigan. 

Through the program, local 
service clubs are urged to 
sponsor the cost. Also, local 
lawyers and legislators are 
encouraged to meet with 
participating classrooms. 

Contact MLA’s Mary Ann Farris, 
fmaunique@aol.com, for more 
information. 
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