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Volunteer! 
The Learning Center is 
recruiting docents (tour guides) 
for fall 2014. If you are retiring, 
this could the perfect way to stay 
active with students. Contact 
Rachael L. Drenovsky at  
drenovskyr@courts.mi.gov or 
517-373-5027 for details. 

Calendar 
April 
30 Court Community 

Connections, MSC Oral 
Arguments, Kalamazoo 

May 
1 Law Day 
2 MSC Public Hearing 
26 State Holiday 
July  
4 State Holiday 
21–25 Exploring Careers in 

the Law 

Law Day 2014: Why Every Vote Matters  
May 1 
As the 50th anniversaries of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 approach, the Law Day 2014 theme, 
“American Democracy and the Rule of Law: Why Every Vote 
Matters,” calls Americans to reflect on the importance of a 
citizen’s right to vote. 

Join the national celebration in your classroom with: 

 Educational  resources for k–12, at LawDay.org.  

 Information and resources from the Learning Center’s       
Law Day 2014 exhibit (see the next page).  

 

Summer Moot Court for High School  
July 21–25 
While they last – a handful of openings are 
available for the Learning Center’s high school 
moot court program. During the week-long 
experience, students present a case as if they 
are justices and attorneys at the Supreme 
Court. Participants meet with attorneys, law 
students, and members of the judiciary to 
prepare.  

Exploring Careers in the Law, Grades 10–12 and 2014 Grads 
Applications – http://courts.mi.gov/education/learning-center/  

 

Schedule Tours for 2014–2015 
Are you planning to bring your class to Lansing next year? If so, 
we are ready to take your call at 517-373-7171. Learning Center 
tours are scheduled up to a year in advance. 
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Why Every Vote 
Matters: Judicial 
Elections 
The exhibit Why Every Vote 
Matters: Judicial Elections has 
been created to celebrate Law 
Day 2014. The exhibit illustrates 
how judicial campaigns differ 
from races for other political 
offices. The exhibit contrasts 
campaign literature from Justice 
G. Mennen Williams’ judicial and 
gubernatorial bids. Open 
through June 30. 

Judicial Election Ethics 
In contrast to federal judges who 
are appointed for life by the 
president, judges and justices in 
the Michigan court system must 
run for election. Judges and 
candidates for judicial office are 
held to higher ethical standards 
than candidates for other offices.  

These strict rules, called canons, 
appear in the Michigan Code of 
Judicial Conduct. They are 
intended to maintain the public’s 
confidence in the judiciary. Many 
of the actions and behaviors 
allowed in other political races 
are forbidden under the judicial 
canons. 

Both successful and unsuccessful 
candidates face discipline for 
judicial campaign misconduct. 
The Attorney Grievance 
Commission, Attorney Discipline 
Board, and Judicial Tenure 
Commission are involved in the 
investigation, prosecution, and 
adjudication of such matters. 
The Michigan Supreme Court 
oversees all three bodies. 

Campaigns: Governor, 
Justice 

G. Mennen “Soapy” Williams 
served as Governor of Michigan 
(1949-1960) and as a Justice of 
the Michigan Supreme Court 
(1971-1986).  

Arguably, he was one of 
Michigan’s most successful 
political campaigners, winning a 
record six gubernatorial races. 
During these campaigns he 
made promises like “Extra 
Dollars to State’s Farmers,” and 
he worked hard to invigorate the 
Democratic Party. 

When Justice Williams ran on 
the non-partisan ballot for the 
Michigan Supreme Court, he 
had to change his strategy to 
stay within the rules outlined by 
the Michigan Judicial Code of 
Conduct. He could no longer 
make specific campaign 
promises or promote a political 
party.   

Many remember his green 
bowtie, which he wore 
throughout his political career. 

How to Tie a Bow Tie 

Bill Nye: 30 Seconds on How to 
Tie a Bow Tie, NOVA/PBS 
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Judicial 
Candidates 
Must 

 Be truthful in all 
advertising. 

 Follow 
restrictions on 
campaign funds, 
including rules 
about asking for 
and accepting 
money. 

May Not 

 Make pledges or 
promises of 
conduct in office 
other than the 
faithful and 
impartial 
performance of 
judicial duties. 

 Hold office in a 
political party. 

 Publicly endorse 
a non-judicial 
candidate. 

 Allow family 
members or staff 
to do something 
the candidate is 
forbidden to do. 

 Ask for 
campaign funds 
personally. 

Visit LawDay.org. 
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