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Mr. Jonathan Sacks

Executive Director of MIDC
300 North Washington Square
Lansing, Michigan 48933

Dear Mr, Sacks,
Regarding MIDC proposed “standards”.

. MCL 780.991 is a hoot. Section 1 says:
The MIDC shall establish minimum [omit minimum| standards,
rules and procedures to effectuate | , . delivery of indigent criminal
defense services . .
A standard is an authoritative principle or meagure. There are no minimym yardsticks.
Besides, SCOTUS has already created standards, infra, p. 2.

. -+ the judges of this state are permitted | .. to contribyte information and advice | |
It’s nice to know judges will retain their right of free speech.
. Section 2 says:

The MIDC shall implement [no more establish?] minimum
standards, rules and brocedures to guargntee [n0 more promote?)
the right to counsel,

*  Another hoot js MCL 780.993(d)(ii)

Local legal services [shall be provided if ] “the defendant is
determined to be [omit determined 1, be] indigent . . .

1 MCL 780.98],
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This cage requires us to consider the Proper standards for Judging
a criminal defendang’s contention that | . counsel’s ngsistance at
the trial or sentencing was ineffective, [466 U.S. at 671]

standard for attomey performance is that of reasonably effective
assistance. [id. at 687]

See also ABA Standards for Criminal Justice, 4-1 ot seq. The Defense Function, cited in
Strickland, id. at 688,

2 Strickland v, Washington, 466 U.S. 668 (19840
3 MCL 780.12 ¢ seq,
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1

mentoring function for the heophytes in the profession,
IG would inspect cases selected randomly,
Do not delay thjs long overdue function, | offer to be an unpaid volunteer IG for a

pilot program in Macomb County.4 Perhaps make it a duo lest I get carried away with
my ideas,

Show a little kindness to assigned counsel (4 C).

Induce competent counsel to participate with incentiveg in addition to compensation,
Given my penchant for error some had better be tried in pilot programs,

a, Make assignments -- if requested by the AC and circumstances permit -~ in
batches of 2 to 4 for the same venue. The AC would go to the same district court on one

day for several arraignments or exams and save time without interfering with AC’s
obligation of effective representation,

b. Reward AC with precedence on the district court arraignment and motjon dockets

accommodate special circumstances.)

c. Reserve 2 or 3 parking spaces for AC Parking at district coupt on days for state
cases, usually 2 a week. For busy courts, ¢,8. the 36th in Detroit without parking on
court property, slightly different arrangements need to be tried, perhaps a voucher

MIDC couid hegotiate a discount -- as T did for clients when I was in downtown Detroit,)
This may not be additional expense to the System because AC should recover travel

Ease up on CIL.E

Reduce CLE lectyreg for an AC with Xx years experience or perhaps in your discretion

after asking opinions of Judges before whom the AC has appeared. I quit organized CLE
when the lecturers made more mistakes than1 did.,

Have g Strong m entoring program,
Required for lawyers within the first 2 or 3 years of practice or legg with your approval
or that of the chjef Judge. T would enjoy mentoring, a learning eXperience for the mentor.

——

If interested, hurry. T've practiced in each of the past g decades and on the down-hill side of 90,
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My grandson, admitted to the Michigan and California Bars has no criminal law experience, He is

working off his student loan doing borinp & govemment real estate work. Look into hiring
his kind for s year or two with a menior,

5. Create competition among the 4Cs.
Allow a defendant o get a new lawyer one time ang only from the AC list and only with

business.

6 An on-duty arraignment attorney is a bad ideg.s Plea-bargain offers Sometime expire after
afraignment. Exam waivers should not be forced on defendant without advice of regular
counsel,

7. A detailed but not too burdensome statement by AC of his representation. to he

submitted with or in his request for fees.

: in advance wigh good reason. for allowin substitution and requjr
with his colleague in sufficient detal, ® Fauiring the wiomey to consult




