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ELDER LAW & DISABILITY RIGHTS SECTION 
Respectfully submits the following position on: 

 
* 

The Report of the Task Force on the  
Role of the State Bar of Michigan 

 
* 
 

The Elder Law & Disability Rights Section is not the State Bar of 
Michigan itself, but rather a Section which members of the State Bar 
choose voluntarily to join, based on common professional interest. 
 
The position expressed is that of the Elder Law & Disability Rights 
Section only and is not the position of the State Bar of Michigan. 
 
The State Bar of Michigan has submitted a position on this matter. 
 
The total membership of the Elder Law & Disability Rights Section is 
1,307. 
 
The position was adopted after discussion and vote at a scheduled 
meeting. The number of members in the decision-making body is 20.  
The number who voted in favor to this position was 15. The number who 
voted opposed to this position was 0. 
 

 
 
 

 



                            
 
 
 
 
 

ELDER LAW & DISABILITY RIGHTS SECTION 

Report on Public Policy Position 
 
 
Name of Section:  
Elder Law & Disability Rights Section 
 
Contact person:  
John B. Payne 
  
E-Mail: 
jpayne@law-business.com 
 
Regarding: 
The Report of the Task Force on the Role of the State Bar of Michigan 
 
Date position was adopted: 
August 2, 2014 
 
Process used to take the ideological position: 
Position adopted after discussion and vote at a scheduled meeting. 
 
Number of members in the decision-making body: 
20 
 
Number who voted in favor and opposed to the position: 
15 Voted for position 
0 Voted against position 
0 Abstained from vote 
5 Did not vote 
 
Position:  
The Section requests that the Task Force recommendations pursuant to AO 2014-5 be amended to include the 
Core Principles of Section Advocacy, as set forth in the Recommendations of the State Bar Sections – Task Force 
Review Committee. 



August 2,  2014

Honorable Robert P. Young, Jr., Chief Justice
And Justices of the Michigan Supreme Court
Office of Administrative Counsel
P.O. Box 30052
Lansing, MI 48915

Submitted by email to ADMcomment@courts.mi.gov

Re:  Response of the Council of the Elder Law and Disability Rights Section of the State Bar
of Michigan to the Supreme Court Task Force Report on the Role of the State Bar of Michigan
(“Report”)

Dear Chief Justice and Justices of the Michigan Supreme Court:

As the current chair, and on behalf of the elected Council of the Elder Law and Disability
Rights Section (“Section”) of the State Bar of Michigan (“SBM”), we appreciate the opportunity to
respond with respect to the Report to the Michigan Supreme Court Task Force on the Role of the
State Bar of Michigan (the Report) that was submitted in response to Administrative Order No.
2014-5.  

This Section is concerned about portions of the Report, particularly as in relates to our and
other Sections.  We are a voluntary organization and Section of the State  Bar. The governing council
(the “Council”) is comprised of twenty (20) voting members (including the immediate past
chairperson, who remains a voting member).  Our public policy positions do not necessarily
represent those of the SBM itself, and are adopted by the elected members of our Council, acting on
behalf of this Section. 

At our regularly scheduled monthly meeting held on  August 2, 2014, this Council reviewed
and discussed this matter.  As a result of our review and discussion, we voted to support the position
of the Section Steering Committee and its Recommendation of the State Bar Sections - Task Force
Review Committee, which is attached hereto. The vote was 15 in favor, zero opposed, zero abstained,
and 5 did not vote.  

Therefore, we respectfully endorse and request that you accept the Recommendation of the
State Bar Sections - Task Force Review Committee .

Very truly yours,

Rosemary H. Buhl
Chairperson, 
Elder Law and Disability Rights Section 



Law Office of Rosemary Howley Buhl, PC
271 Woodland Pass, Suite 115
East Lansing, MI 48823

Phone (517) 853-6900

Fax (517) 853-6902

Email: rhbuhl@lawrhb.com

Website: www.lawrhb.com

p.s.  I am out of town at present, so this letter is being sent by e-mail using another Section Council
member’s e-mail account.  

http://tel:%28517%29%20853-6900
http://tel:%28517%29%20853-6902
mailto:rhbuhl@lawrhb.com
http://www.lawrhb.com
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