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Note: Termination of parental rights at a hearing on a supplemental petition for termination of parental rights based on
different circumstances.

Pursuant to MCR 3.977(F), the court may act on a supplemental petition for termination of parental rights on the basis
of new or different circumstances from the offense that led the court to take jurisdiction. The court must order
termination of parental rights of a respondent and must order no additional efforts for reunification between the child and
the respondent be made if:

1. The supplemental petition contains a request for termination of parental rights;

2. Atthe hearing on the supplemental petition, the court finds by clear and convincing legally admissible evidence that

one or more of the facts alleged in the supplemental petition are true, and come within MCL 712A.19b(3).!

However, even if the case meets the above provisions, the court may choose not to terminate parental rights if it finds,
by clear and convincing evidence, that termination of parental rights is not in the best interests of the child. This hearing
must be held within 42 days after the filing of the supplemental petition. The court may extend this time period for an
additional 21 days for good cause.

Note: Termination of parental rights at the initial disposition.

Pursuantto MCR 3.977(E), the court must order termination of parental rights at the initial dispositional and must order
no additional efforts for reunification between the child and the respondent be made if:
1. Theoriginal or amended petition contains a request for termination of parental rights;
2. Atthetrial or plea proceedings, the trier of fact finds by a preponderance of the evidence that one or more
grounds for taking jurisdiction of the child have been established; and
3. Atthe initial disposition hearing, the court finds by clear and convincing legally admissible evidence that one or
more of the facts alleged in the petition are true, and come within MCL 712A.19b(3).?
However, even if the case meets the above provisions, the court may choose not to terminate parental rights if it finds,
by clear and convincing evidence, that termination of parental rights is not in the best interests of the child.

1 The two exceptions to this provision are MCL 712A.19b(3)(c)(i), which relates to the same conditions continuing to
exist at least 182 days after the initial disposition, and would not be a different circumstance allowing for a supplemental
petition for termination of parental rights; and MCL 712A.19b(3)(h), which allows for termination if the parent is
imprisoned for such a time that the child will be deprived of a normal home for more than 2 years, the parent has not
provided for the child’s proper care and custody, and there is no reasonable expectation that the parent will be able to
provide proper care and custody within a reasonable time considering the child’s age.

2The sole exception to this provision is MCL 712A.19b(3)(c), which allows for termination when the same conditions
that led the court to take jurisdiction of the child continue to exist at least 182 days after the initial disposition. Since
termination under this subsection could only occur 182 days after the initial disposition, it could never form the basis for
termination at the initial disposition.
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