
STATE OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF OAKLAND 

APPLIED POWER AND LIGHT, INC, 

Plaintiff, 

v 
Case No. 14-139244-CK 
Hon. Wendy Potts 

NATIONAL RENOVATION 
CONTRACTORS, LLC, 

Defendant. 

OPINION AND ORDER RE: ATTORNEY CHARGING LIEN 

At a session of Court 
Held in Pontiac, Michigan 

'"A On 
HUG 2 8 2014 

The matter came before the Court on Plaintiff Applied Power and Light, Inc.' s motion for 

substitution of counsel, which the Court granted. Plaintiffs now former counsel, Fred S. 

Findling, asked the Court to include language in the order granting substitution of counsel 

stating: 

It is further ordered that Fred S. Findling claims a charging lien to have his unpaid 
attorney fees and costs due for legal services provided to the Plaintiff, Applied 
Power and Light, Inc., secured out of the judgment or recovery in this action. 

The Court declined to include Findling's proposed language in the substitution order, but offered 

to review his request and the applicable law to determine if it is appropriate to issue an order 

regarding his lien claim. 

Findling claims that his proposed language comports with case law governing attorney 

charging liens, citing George v Sandor M Gelman, PC, 201 Mich App 474; 506 NW2d 583 



(1993). Findling is correct that he has a common-law right to claim a lien on any judgment, 

settlement, or money Plaintiff recovers as a result of Findling's services. George, supra at 476. 

However, the lien does not attach until Plaintiff obtains a judgment, settlement, or other 

recovery. Miller v Detroit Auto Inter-Insurance Exchange, 139 Mich App 565, 569; 362 NW2d 

837 (1984). Because Plaintiff has not obtained a judgment, settlement, or recovery, it is 

premature for the Court to issue any order stating that Findling is entitled to claim a charging 

lien, and the Court denies Findling's request for an order with his proposed language. However, 

Findling may file a notice of his intent to claim a lien on any judgment, settl 

Plaintiff obtains. See Miller, supra. ( 
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