ETHICS OPINIONS AND CASELAW ON

JUDICIAL DISQUALIFICATION

Disqualification, Judicial

--Acquaintance with Witness

Colleague judge testifying JI-57
Employer of judge's spouse testifying JI-61
Nephew of presiding judge testifying A/O 36
Parole officer testifying as police officer JI-62
Sheriff who has shared business interest JI-86
Staff of board on which judge sits JI-66
--Bias

Personal acquaintance ihsufﬁcient for judicial JI-44

disqualification

Actual bias mandates disqualification of judge

Adams v Adams, 100 Mich App 1 (1980)

Actual bias generally required

People v Houston, 179 Mich App 753 (1989), Inmates
v Wayne Cnty Executive, 178 Mich App 634 (1989)

Animosity toward advocate

Ji-44

Appearance of bias

J-5,J1-43,J1-44,R-14, Crampton v Dept of State, 395
Mich 347 (1975)

Appointee as advocate before appointing judge

JI-29

Campaign opponent appearing before judge

J-6,J1-23,J1-96,RI-52,A/0 103

Campaign opponent's firm appearing before judge

J-6,J1-23,J1-96,RI-52,A/0 103

Discipline panel member currently under discipline RI-131
investigation

Employee reviewing decisions of employer RI-121
Filing grievance against lawyer appearing before JI-123
hearing officer

Grievance filed by hearing officer JI-123

Judge former prosecutor.

People v Hampton, 184 Mich App 434 (1990)

Judge or judge's former firm represented party as

Mich Police Ass'n v Pontiac, 177 Mich App 752

advocate

attorney within last two years (1989)

Law clerk whom "personally and substantially” RI-43
participated

Law firm of part-time magistrate o ~ RI-114
Malpractice action pending against judge and former J-6,J1-39,A/0 41
firm

Part-time magistrate with court funding unit as client JI-97

Part-time referee engaging in law practice JI-126

Party opponent appearing in unrelated matter as R-15
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