2012 Clearance Rates for Michigan Trial Courts
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Clearance Rates

2010 2011 2012 2010-2012
Court Case Group Rate Rate Rate In Out Rate
Circuit Court Felony 101% 101% 100% 179,679 180,876 101%
Civil 99% 99% 99% 142,553 141,268 99%
Family Division |Divorce 100% 102% 102% 134,498 135,997 101%
of Circuit Court Delinquency 101% 99% 101% 146,233 146,661 100%
Child Protective 99% 97% 97% 21,327 20,862 98%
Probate Court  Estate, Trust 97% 96% 99% 74,327 72,533 98%
Guardianship, Conservatorship 99% 98% 99% 62,955 61,982 98%
Mental llIness, Judicial Admission 98% 98% 99% 60,172 59,383 99%
District Court ~ Felony ~ 101%  100%  101% 322685 324547  101%
Misdemeanor 98% 98% 98% 2,235,767 2,266,866 98%
Civil Infraction 99% 100% 103% 5,961,079 5,998,665 101%
General Civil 100% 107% 96% 919,251 928,971 101%

Clearance rates provide a bird’s eye view of caseflow management. The clearance rate is the number of outgoing cases as a percentage
of the number of incoming cases. Clearance rates measure the extent to which the court is keeping up with its incoming caseload. If
cases are not disposed in a timely manner, a backlog of cases awaiting disposition will grow. Clearance rates will naturally fluctuate
slightly above and below 100 percent. Rates significantly lower than 100 percent or consistently lower than 100 percent indicate a
backlog is being created. For rates above 100 percent, the court is eliminating a backlog. Reopened cases are included with new filings
as incoming cases. Cases made inactive are included with other case dispositions as outgoing cases.

Clearance Rate Formula

Cases Disposed and Cases Placed on Inactive Status during the Year = “Out”
divided by
Cases Filed and Cases Reopened during the Year = “In”




