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Your Opinion Counts!

As part of a court-system wide
effort to improve service to the
public, the Learning Center
evaluates tours and programs
on an ongoing basis.

Please take this brief survey to
tell us whether you plan to
visit the Learning Center in
the future.

Of course, we would love for
every answer to be yes. But we
realize there may be obstacles
preventing you from visiting
us. We are interested to learn
your challenges, so that we
might explore ways to address
them.

Will you visit? Y/N

Calendar

March

10-11 MSC Oral Arguments
April

7-9 MSC Oral Arguments
May

1 Law Day
July

20—24 Moot Court for High
School Students

Join this national event highlighting
Magna Carta, the historical
document that first established rule
of law and rights of the people. This
document remains relevant today
since it inspired the U.S. Founders to
enshrine values such as trial by jury
in the Constitution.

Law Day tours at the Learning Center will feature:

e Activities highlighting rule of law and rights outlined in the
United States Constitution and Michigan Constitution.

e Discussions led by justices, judges, and legal professionals.

e Free curriculum materials.

Limited openings are available. Call 517-373-7171 to schedule.

Summer Moot Court for High School
July 20-24

The Learning Center is pleased to
offer a dynamic day program for
students considering legal careers.
Participants argue a moot court case
as if they are justices and attorneys
at the Supreme Court.

The case involves threats on social
media. How far do First Amendment protections of free speech
extend to online ranting? When do online threats become a
crime? Participants will argue and decide.

This program is for students entering grades 10-12 in 2015 and
for 2015 graduates. The registration deadline is May 29.

Application
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Your received this newsletter because you registered at http://courts.mi.gov/education/learning-center/ or participated in a Michigan Supreme
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Michigan Court of Appeals is 50

The Michigan Court of Appeals (COA) is the
. state’s intermediate appellate court, serving
% between the trial courts and the Michigan

Ji Supreme Court. The Court of Appeals heard

The Court of Appeals hears criminal and civil cases from the
trial courts, and reviews decisions of administrative tribunals
(e.g. tax tribunal). Each year, it receives about 6,000 appeals.

Unlike the Michigan Supreme Court, which selects which
applications to hear, most cases at the Michigan Court of
Appeals are heard “by right.” (In other words, the case must
be heard.) In fact, the Court of Appeals helps to fulfill the
Michigan Constitution’s guarantee that “In every criminal
prosecution, the accused shall . . . have an appeal as a matter
of right.” (Const 1963, Art 1, § 20)

Judges of the Court of Appeals sit state-wide, although they
are elected or appointed from one of four election districts.
Hearings are held year-round in courtrooms in Detroit,
Lansing, and Grand Rapids. Hearings are also scheduled in
Marquette and in a northern Lower Peninsula location in the
spring and fall of each year.

Cases are argued before three-judge panels. As with other
appellate courts, there are no juries or witnesses. Instead,
lawyers for each side argue whether errors occurred at the
trial court. Then, the judges issue a written opinion. At least
two of the three judges on a panel must agree on the ruling
for it to be binding. Decisions of the Court of Appeals may
generally be appealed to the Michigan Supreme Court.

Similar to other courts, hearings of the Court of Appeals are
open to the public. See the case call list for scheduling.

riallGourts

Michigan Court of Appeals courtroom,
Hall of Justice, Lansing.

COA by the Numbers

Over 325,000 cases have been
filed with the Court of Appeals
since 1965.

Over the last 50 years, a total
of 82 judges have served on the
Court of Appeals. The bench
currently includes 27 judges.
13 judges have gone on to
serve on the Michigan
Supreme Court and 3 others
were subsequently appointed
to the federal bench.

The 1st female member of the
Court of Appeals was former-
Justice Dorothy Comstock
Riley, who came to the bench
in 1976. Since then, 19 more
women have served on the
Court of Appeals.

Learn More

Michigan Court of Appeals (COA)
website

COA 50th Anniversary website
#MICOA50 on Twitter

Michigan Court System
curriculum resources from the
Learning Center website

Michigan Supreme Court Learning Center, http://courts.mi.gov/education/learning-center/

© Justin Maconochie.
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