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Are you or your colleagues new to
the Learning Center experience?

Find out more here:

ﬁ Video Overview (3 min.)

= Learning Center Brochure

Hall of Justice Brochure

Calendar
September

1-2  Court of Appeals Oral
Arguments
7 State Holiday

14-18 Constitution Day at the
Learning Center

16 Michigan Supreme Court
(MSC) Public Hearing

October
13—15 MSC Oral Arguments

21 Court Community
Connections, in

VanBuren County

Michigan Supreme Court Learning Center Educator Newsletter

School Tours for 2015-2016
Call 517-373-7171

There is still time to schedule a visit to the Michigan
Supreme Court Learning Center during 2015-2016, but
popular dates are going fast. Free, guided tours may be
reserved for Mondays—Fridays, 9 a.m.—4 p.m., except state
holidays.

Curriculum connections include:

D Michigan Studies
o Government and Civics
. Constitution Day

To see the Michigan Supreme Court courtroom during your
visit, you must request this specifically when making a tour
reservation. Additional time is required. Because of the
Court’s schedule, courtroom visits cannot be guaranteed. Ask
your scheduler for details.

Constitution Day 2015

Join the Learning Center’s
expanded celebration of
Constitution Day, September 14
—-18. To enable more students to
participate, the Learning Center
will offer Constitution-themed
tours for an entire week.

Tours will highlight the Preamble,
especially the phrase “We the
People.” Call 517-373-7171 to
schedule your tour today.

More resources for celebrating Constitution Day at your
school appear on the next page.

) Michigan Supreme Court Learning Center - PO Box 30205 - Lansing, MI 48909 -517-373-7171 | © 2015, Michigan Judicial Institute

Your received this newsletter because you registered at courts.mi.gov/learningcenter or participated in a Michigan Supreme Court Learning
Center tour or program. If you no longer wish to subscribe, please email LearningCenter-eNews@courts.mi.gov.
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Constitution Day - Resources for the Classroom

About Constitution Day

Federal law stipulates that
schools and federal agencies
must offer education sessions
about the Constitution on or
near September 17, the date
that the document was signed
by delegates in 1787.

Similar observances date back
to the mid-1950s.

@ “We the People”
Online Video

The phrase “We the People,”
which appears at the beginning
of the U. S. Constitution and
the Michigan Constitution, is
featured in an upcoming 3-
minute video by the Michigan
Supreme Court. Appropriate
for elementary and above, the
discussion is presented by
Milton L. Mack, Jr., State
Court Administrator and
former probate judge.

“We the People” will debut
September 9 on the Learning
Center webpage.

\

ST

Examine the Constitution

Do you ask your students to examine
facsimile or electronic copies of original
documents? Many high-resolution versions
of the U.S. Constitution, Bill of Rights, and
Michigan Constitution are available online.
Some sites have exciting zoom features,
while others allow downloading or printing.
If you prefer a low-tech option, you could
even purchase paper facsimiles.

Students enjoy working in pairs or triads as they decipher the
historical handwriting. It may be helpful to supply typed

transcripts or assign older students to transcribe certain sections

and compare their findings, since the task can be challenging.

To use online documents, you will need electronic devices,
preselected websites that feature original documents, and typed
transcripts. For paper documents, you will need printed or

purchased facsimiles, typed transcripts, and magnifying glasses.

Websites with Original Documents

British Library, Bill of Rights (Delaware Copy)

Colonial Williamsburg, Zoom in on the U.S. Constitution and
Zoom in on the Bill of Rights

Library of Congress, Constitution Primary Source Set

National Archives and Records Administration, Charters of
Freedom, High-Resolution Downloads

Archives of Michigan, Michigan Constitution of 1835 (image)

Michigan Legislature, Michigan Constitution, Current (1963)
and Historical (text, searchable text)

Additional Constitution Day Resources

Civics Renewal Network, Preamble Challenge

Library of Congress, Constitution Day

National Constitution Center, Constitution Day

Michigan Supreme Court Learning Center, courts.mi.gov/learningcenter
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