
Hall of Justice  
Virtual Tour 

A 7-minute virtual tour of the 
Hall of Justice is now available 
through the Michigan Supreme 
Court YouTube channel and on 
the Learning Center website.  

The video makes an excellent pre- 
or post-visit companion to 
Learning Center tours. 
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Celebrate Law Day 
The Michigan Supreme Court 
Learning Center participates 
annually in Law Day (May 2). 
This year’s theme “Miranda: 
More Than Words,” marks the 
50th anniversary of the U.S. 
Supreme Court decision in Miranda v Arizona (1966), which 
resulted in the Miranda warnings. See the next page for more 
information and resources regarding this landmark case. 

 
High School Moot Court (July 18–22) 
Limited Openings Available 
A limited number of openings are 
available for the Learning Center’s high 
school moot court program, July 18–22. 
Participants present a moot court case, 
similar to arguments before the Supreme 
Court. They act as attorneys and 
justices, working with judges, professors, 
attorneys, law students, and other legal 
professionals to prepare. 

The case involves police entering the backyard of a suspected 
marijuana grow house without a warrant. Was this 
warrantless search unconstitutional? Or did it fall under an 
exception to the Fourth Amendment? Participants will decide. 

Students entering grades 10–12 in Fall 2016 and 2016 
graduates are eligible for the program.  

Application; registration deadline, May 27. 

Calendar 
May 
2 Law Day Event 
4 MSC Oral Arguments 
18 MSC Public Hearing 
30 State Holiday 

July 
4 State Holiday 
18–22  Moot Court for High 

School Students 

September 
4 State Holiday 
19 Constitution Day Event 

New 

To schedule school tours for 2016–2017, 
call 517-373-7171 today! 
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Miranda Warnings 
The Miranda warnings 
resulted from the U.S. 
Supreme Court decision in 
Miranda v Arizona (1966).  

In this case, Ernesto Miranda 
was arrested and questioned 
after a crime victim identified 
him in a line up. Under police 
questioning he eventually 
confessed to the crime. During 
interrogation the officers did 
not use threats, physical force, 
or promises, but they also did 
not tell him of his right 
against self-incrimination or 
his right to consult with a 
lawyer before and have a 
lawyer present during 
questioning.  

Miranda’s lawyer argued that 
his confession should not be 
allowed as evidence in court 
because he had not been 
advised of his rights. The U.S. 
Supreme Court agreed, based 
on the idea that there is an 
inherently unequal 
relationship between law 
enforcement and the person 
who is being questioned while 
in custody.  

In order to comply with the 
Fifth Amendment, Miranda 
warnings must be given 
whenever a person is subjected 
to custodial interrogation, i.e. 
when a person is (1) in custody 
and (2) being interrogated. 

Unlike what is shown during 
many police procedural 
dramas, a suspect does not 
need to receive the warnings 
prior to arrest. The warnings 
are only required before 
questioning a person while in 
custody. 

Select Resources 
American Bar Association Law Day – Products and resources, 
including a planning guide with detailed lesson plans for k–12 and 
a school/community dialogue, are available. A free subscription is 
required for select downloads. http://lawday.org  

Constitution-in-Action Lab – In this activity from the National 
Archives DocsTeach program, students in grades 5–12 analyze an 
original copy of the Miranda decision. http://docsteach.org/
activities/7799/detail 

iCivics – This mini-lesson for middle school and up can be paired 
with the Argument Wars online game. A free subscription is 
required. https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/miranda-v-
arizona-1966 

Landmark Cases – This website by StreetLaw, Inc. features 
landmark U.S. Supreme Court cases, including Miranda. It 
includes background information and lessons for students of 
different reading abilities, middle school and up. http://
landmarkcases.org/ 

“You Have the Right To Remain Silent . . .” 
The terms Miranda warnings or Miranda rights were not used 
in the Miranda decision. Provided the proper elements are 
given, there is no specific language required. 

From Law Day Planning Guide, page 25. 
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