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Are You Planning for
2015-20167?

Tours may be scheduled up to a
year in advance, and popular
times are going fast. Call
517-373-7171 to reserve today!

Do your colleagues or adminis-
trators need convincing? Show
them what the Learning Center
1s about:

& Video Overview (3 min.)

Learning Center Brochure

= Hall of Justice Brochure

Calendar
April

29 MSC Oral Arguments,
Court Community
Connections at Pioneer

High School, Ann

Arbor
May
1 Law Day

5 MSC Oral Arguments

20 MSC Public
Administrative

Hearing
25 State Holiday
July

20—24 Moot Court for High
School Students

Michigan Supreme Court Learning Center Educator Newsletter

Celebrate Law Day

Law Day (May 1) is a national celebration
sponsored by the American Bar Association to
honor the United States’ heritage of liberty.
This year’s theme “Magna Carta: Symbol of
Freedom Under Law,” honors the international legacy of the
Great Charter, sealed 800 years ago in England. See the next
page for information and resources.

SYMBOL OF FREEDOM UNDER LAW

High School Moot Court (July 20-24)
Limited Openings Available

A limited number of openings are
available for the Learning Center’s high
school moot court program. Participants
present a moot court case, similar to
arguments before the Supreme Court.
Students act as attorneys and justices,
working with judges, professors,
attorneys, law students, and other legal
experts to prepare.

This year’s case involves threats on social media. How far do
First Amendment protections of free speech extend to online
ranting? When do online threats become a crime? Participants
will argue and decide.

The program is for students entering grades 10-12 in 2015 and
for 2015 graduates. Application; registration deadline, May 29.

Your Opinion Counts!

There’s still time to take our educator survey. Tell us about your
Learning Center tour successes and challenges. Your answers
are important to our planning for 2015-2016.

Take the Survey

Michigan Supreme Court Learning Center - PO Box 30205 - Lansing, MI 48909 -517-373-7171 | © 2015, Michigan Judicial Institute

Your received this newsletter because you registered at http://courts.mi.gov/education/learning-center/ or participated in a Michigan Supreme
Court Learning Center tour or program. If you no longer wish to subscribe, please email LearningCenter-eNews@courts.mi.gov.
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Magna Carta Rights Rooted in Magna Carta

The heritage of the rule of law

and rights of the people in the Right US Constitution MI Constitution
United States date back at least Petition the Amend I ArtT,§3

800 years to Magna Carta, sealed (o erorar o 5T st

by England’s King John in 1215.

Magna Carta is from a Latin Due Process of Law Amend V Art1, § 17
phrase meaning “Great Charter.” Amend XIV

Magna Carta was a negotiated No Taking of Private Amend V Art X, § 2

Property without
Just Compensation

agreement between the King of
England and rebellious barons —
nobles tired of high taxes imposed

by a ruler who could punish them Speedy & Public Trial Amend VI Art I, § 20
ona \.Nhlm' The? Chart‘(‘a r offered ” Confront Accusers Amend VI Art I, § 20
certain protections to “free men,
including the right to due process, Impartial Jury, Amend VI Art T, § 20
trial by jury, and freedom from Criminal
cruel and unusual punishment.

Jury Trial, Civil Amend VII Art1, § 14

In the early United States,
Magna Carta inspired the

No Cruel & Unusual Amend VIII

Founders, including Thomas Punishment ArtI § 16

Jefferson and James Madison as

they declared independence and No Excessive Bails Amend VIII Art], § 16
& Fines

wrote the U.S. Constitution and
Bill of Rights.

Principles from Magna Carta also Select Resources

appear in the Michigan
Constitution, particularly in
Article I, Declaration of Rights.

Online

e The American Bar Association’s Magna Carta: Icon of
Liberty offers multimedia images related to Magna Carta,
especially those from the United States.

e The British Library’s animation What [s Magna Carta? is a
humorous look at “Bad King John” and the creation of the
Great Charter; also zoom in on a 1215 handwritten original.

Books & Printed Materials

o The Magna Carta: Cornerstone of the Constitution (2012) by
Roberta Baxter explains the historical connections between
the two documents. (Grades 3-6)

e A Magna Carta Toolkit from the American Bar Association
includes the Magna Carta issue of Insights on Law &
Society magazine, posters, resources lists, guides for
dialogues, and a pocket guide to the U.S. Constitution.
Materials are mailed FREE to teachers. (Grades 6-12)

Be % i g M T il
Lawyer speaking to an assembly,
Catalogue of llluminated
Manuscripts, British Library.

Michigan Supreme Court Learning Center, http://courts.mi.gov/education/learning-center/
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