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Schedule Tours Up to a 
Year in Advance 
Did you know that the Michigan 
Supreme Court Learning Center 
schedules tours up to a year 
ahead? For the best options in 
tour times and dates – especially 
if you have multiple groups and 
other places that you would like 
to visit – call as early as possible 
to schedule. 

 Free, guided tours 
 Mondays–Fridays, except 

state holidays 
 9 a.m.–4 p.m.  

Limited openings for spring 2015 
are available, including the Law 
Day Event, May 1.  

Call 517-373-7171 to schedule 
today! 

Calendar 
November 
27–28 State Holidays 
December 
24–25 State Holidays 
31 State Holiday 
January 
1 State Holiday 
13, 15 MSC Oral Arguments 
19 State Holiday 

Teacher-Led Activities  
Michigan Vietnam Veterans Monument 
The Michigan Supreme Court Learning Center is developing a 
series of Teacher-Led Activities that will encourage students to 
keep learning as they travel between downtown sites. These 
cross-curricular lessons will focus on different outdoor venues 
of the Capitol Complex.  

The first set of activities relate to the Michigan Vietnam 
Veterans Monument, located east of the Hall of Justice’s main 
entrance. Many groups use this area to meet up or to eat 
lunch.  

The materials include a brief description of the monument and 
links to background information about the Vietnam era. 
Through the activities students learn more about the purpose 
of a memorial and the behavior that is expected. They can 
investigate different features of the monument, including the 
names of 
casualties from 
their home county. 
There is even a 
science lesson 
about reflection of 
sound, similar to 
demonstrations of 
whispering domes 
at some science 
centers. 

Curriculum 
subjects include:  

 Social Studies 
 ELA 
 Math 
 Science 
 Art 
 Music 
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Election Results 
As a result of the November 4 election, one seat will change 
on the Michigan Supreme Court. Two incumbents, Justice 
Brian K. Zahra and Justice David F. Viviano, will return. 
Justice-Elect Richard H. Bernstein will join the Court, taking 
the seat to be vacated by Justice Michael F. Cavanagh. 

The change will be effective at the beginning of the new 
elective term, January 1.  

In Brief: Orphan 
Trains 
From the 1850s–1920s, over 
200,000 orphaned, wayward, or 
homeless children from New York 
and other East Coast cities were 
sent west on “orphan trains,” 
sponsored by organizations like 
the Children’s Aid Society. 
Children would be taken in by 
residents at stops along the route. 
The first orphan train arrived in 
Dowagiac, Michigan, in 1854.  

Orphan trains and the “placing 
out” system are considered a 
forerunner to modern foster care. 

Online Resources 

National Orphan Train Complex 
(organization) 

Orphan Trains: Charles Loring 
Brace and the Children He Saved 
and Failed by Stephen O’Connor, 
New York Times (excerpt with a 
detailed description of the first 
orphan train in Dowagiac) 

Resource for Reading – The 
Orphan Trains: Michigan and 
Beyond, Language Arts Journal of 
Michigan (article) 

What Were the “Orphan Trains?” 
New York Historical Society (60-
second video) 

Adoption Day  
About 2,500 children in Michigan 
today are looking for a “forever 
family.” In response, state courts 
are co-sponsoring Michigan 
Adoption Day, November 25. Visit 
the website for more information.  

Left-to-right: 
Justice Brian 
K. Zahra, 
Justice  David 
F. Viviano, 
and Justice-
Elect Richard 
H. Bernstein.  

Justice Cavanagh Retiring 
Justice Michael F. Cavanagh, whose final 
term ends January 1, has served on the 
Michigan Supreme Court since 1983.He 
currently holds the second-longest tenure in 
Michigan Supreme Court history after 
Justice James V. Campbell (1858–1890).  

He was ineligible to run for another term 
since judges and justices may not run for 

election or be appointed once they reach 70 years of age. 
(Const 1963, Art 6, § 19)  

During his time on the Court, Justice Cavanagh served as 
chief justice (1991–1995), and he was instrumental in the 
adoption of a court rule that provides for the enforcement of 
tribal court judgments. He was also the liaison justice for the 
construction and dedication of the Hall of Justice (1999–
2002). 

Previously, Justice Cavanagh was a judge of Lansing’s 
District Court (1973–1974) and the Michigan Court of 
Appeals (1975–1982). In addition, he served as the Lansing 
City Attorney (1967–1969) and was in private practice (1969
–1973).  

Learn more about Justice Cavanagh here. 
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