Teacher -Led Activities

Hall of Justice: Then and Now

Background Hall of Justice

The Hall of Justice is located at

the western end of the Capitol
Complex, an area of state -

owned land that contains state

of fice buildings.
appearance has changed
significantly over time.

Before Lansing was established
in the mid -1800s, the area was
covered in thick forest. Even
after being named the state
capital, Lansing remained little
more than a village. For

several decades, the city ended
one block east of the Hall of
Justiceds current
the first half of the 20th

century, a neighborhood with
homes, businesses, and a school
was built there.

| ocati on. By _ _
The Hall of Justice, dediCated in 2002, is headquarters for the
stateds judicial branch of governm
courtrooms for the Michigan Supreme Court and Court of
Appeals. Built of limestone and capped by a glass dome, the six -
story Hall of Justice faces the State Capitol & independent yet in
p uedlation to thenexecutive and legislative branches of government,
symbolic of how state government works.

As the statebs p
increased, state government

grew to the point it no longer

fit entirely in the State Capitol.

Thus, the Capitol Complex was Statistics

ggeoaggfjt'hzugtna%:g :\jlri[ghi?:r?s 0 1 6 stories 1 2,930 tor?s of stee.l

acquired land west of the f 10 elevators T 14,000 pieces of limestone
Capitol through eminent 1 16-feet-high glassdome 1 16,000 cubic yards of concrete
domain (see page 13), removed 1 224 windows 1 280,000 square feet

the existing buildings, and 1 1,200 interior doors

constructed state office
buildings, including the Hall of

Justice. Suggested Activities 0 Analyze primary sources, including a

map, drawing, historical photographs, real estate records, and
the current landscape to evaluate change over time. Respond to
a speech about this change.

The change has been so great
that visitors from earlier eras
would hardly recognize the
area from one time period to
the next.

Curriculum Subjects 0 Social Studies, ELA.
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Hall of Justice: Then and Now

Capitol Complex Map (Current)

Today

This is a current map of
the Capitol Complex.
Major landmarks, such as
state office buildings, are
shown, but not all
features are included.

Suggested Activities

Use map-reading skills to
identify:

1 Cardinal directions
(north, south, east,
west)

1 State buildings

1 Four locations where
the Michigan Supreme
Court has met in
Lansing

R Second Capitol,
which was lost in a
fire in 1882

R State Capitol

R G. Mennen
Williams Building

R Hall of Justice
1 Pedestrian walkway

71 Parking lots nearest
the Hall of Justice

71 Michigan Vietham
Veterans Monument

M Streets

Compare the map to what
you see while standing in
the Capitol Complex.
What would you add?
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Capitol Complex (c. 2000)

Planning Drawing

As the Hall of Justice was
planned and constructed
199962002, drawings like

this one were created by
the buildingds
to show what the Hall of
Justice might look like

when it was completed.

architects

Suggested Activities

Compare the drawing to
the Capitol Complex Map
on page 2.

1 Find the cardinal
directions (north,
south, east west)

1 What do you see in the
drawing? How is it
different than the

map? Courtesy Michigan Supreme Court.

71 Can you find the three
buildings in the
drawing where the
Michigan Supreme
Court has met?

R State Capitol

i  G. Mennen
Williams Building

3 Hall of Justice

Compare the drawing to
what you see while
standing in the Capitol
Complex.

1 What is the same?
1 What is different?

1 Why do you think
there are differences?
(Remember, this is not
a photograph.)
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