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Larry Royster 
Clerk 
Michigan Supreme Court 
P.O Box 30052 
Lansing, MI 48909 
 
 
 
Re: ADM File No. 2014-9, proposed revision of MCR 7.215 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Royster, 
 
On behalf of the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan, I write to 
oppose the proposed amendments to MCR 7.215.  For the reasons stated 
by Justice Markman’s concurrence/dissent, as well as those raised by 
Timothy Baughman’s comments on March 20, 2015, it is PAAM’s position 
that the suggested changes are unnecessary and detrimental.   
 
Amendment of the rule to discourage the use of unpublished opinions would 
severely limit litigants’ ability to direct courts to useful analysis.  As pointed 
out by Mr. Baughman, only a small number of criminal cases are published 
each year.  At times citation to an unpublished case as persuasive authority 
is the best guidance parties are able to give the courts.  Appellate courts are 
aware of the fact that unpublished opinions are not authoritative and are 
quite capable of giving the analysis contained in such opinions the weight 
they deem appropriate. 
 
For these reasons, the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan urges 
that the proposed amendments to MCR 7.215 be rejected. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
/s/ Joseph Hubbell 
Leelanau County Prosecutor 
Chair, Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan Amicus and Court Rule 
Committee 
 


