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Washtenaw Circuit Judge Tim Connors Honored 
with Judicial Excellence Award 

 
GRAND RAPIDS, MI, October 28, 2015 – The Michigan Judges Association has announced 
that Washtenaw County Circuit Court Judge Timothy P. Connors is the 2015 winner of the Hilda 
Gage Judicial Excellence Award.  Judge Connors has served on the bench since 1991, serving as 
chief judge for more than a decade, and also serving by appointment as Judge Pro Tem for the 
Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians. 
 
“Judge Connors has led groundbreaking efforts to strengthen the juvenile court in Washtenaw 
County and he has been an instrumental collaborator in developing strong state-tribal court 
relations,” said Michigan Supreme Court Justice Bridget McCormack.  “Because of his efforts, 
Washtenaw’s juvenile court system looks dramatically different in the six short months he has 
presided over this docket.” 
 
“His impact on child welfare cases transcends the systemic reform efforts he has undertaken,” 
Justice McCormack said.  “On each individual case, he carefully listens to each family’s story.  
According to the lawyers who regularly appear before him, no matter the result in the particular 
hearing or case, the parties all leave feeling that they have been heard.  The community’s respect 
for the juvenile court has grown because of his approach.” 
 
This award is named after the late Michigan Court of Appeals Judge Hilda Gage and recognizes 
Circuit and Court of Appeals judges who have excelled in trial and docket management, legal 
scholarship, and contributions to the profession and the community. The award honors current or 
former judges who serve their profession and their communities with integrity, skill, and courage 
every day. 
 
A biography of Judge Connors is available here. 
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http://washtenawtrialcourt.org/general/judge_profiles

