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Please note that news sites update their hyperlinks, so it is advised that articles of interest 
be read soon as they might not be accessible later. 
 
Jackson County Legal News: New grant program aims to improve court 
services 
“Michigan trial courts with great ideas for improving court performance and public service can get a boost 
from a new grant program administered by the State Court Administrative Office, the administrative 
agency of the Michigan Supreme Court.” 
Full story 
Also see: 
Encouraging courts to innovate, improve service is goal of new grant 
program 
Press release 
 
Detroit Free Press: New program lets motorists pay Detroit traffic tickets at 
suburban Wayne County district courts 
“A new program is giving people with outstanding traffic tickets in 36th District Court an option to pay 
them at suburban Wayne County district courts as officials with the financially troubled Detroit court work 
to improve collections rates. The ‘Out County Collections Program’ launched earlier this month in a limited 
capacity but is expected to roll out more widely this week.” 
Full story 
 
The Detroit News: Ruling could come today in latest battle over Duggan's 
mayoral campaign 
“A ruling from the Wayne County Circuit Court could come as soon as Monday in the challenge to former 
Detroit Medical Center CEO Mike Duggan’s write-in candidacy for mayor of Detroit. Union activist Robert 
Davis and rival mayoral candidate Tom Barrow have been seeking to make Duggan ineligible to be a 
write-in candidate.” 
Full story 
 
Detroit Free Press: Carol Cain: Tragedy pulled Judge Greg Mathis from street 
life to fame 
“Listening to Judge Greg Mathis talk about his life leads one to think there must be angels. For Mathis, 
the reality TV judge, former 36th District Court judge, author and lecturer, his angel came in the form of 
his mother, Alice Lee Mathis.” 
Full story 
 
Ann Arbor.com: Washtenaw County Trial Court planning $2M upgrade to 
electronic records 
“The Washtenaw County Trial Court is looking to implement a $2 million upgrade this year to its outdated 
electronic filing system that's on its last leg. As the vendor for current filing system, Enact, is out of 
business and the county’s IT staff member that knew how to repair it had to leave his position, there’s no 
safety net in place should the system crash.” 
Full story 
Also see: 
The MiLW Blog: Washtenaw Trial Court plans $2M electronic filing upgrade 
Full story 
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Bay City Times: Judge has dire prediction for Bay City man jailed for hitting 
female roommate with a bat 
“A 68-year-old Bay City man will stay in jail for the next few months for beating his female roommate 
with a metal T-ball bat. Bay County Chief Circuit Judge Kenneth W. Schmidt on Monday, July 15, 
sentenced Harold L. Neilsen to one year in jail with credit for 216 days already served.” 
Full story 
 
The Daily Tribune: Veterans deserve special courts 
The editorial states “A small but growing number of judges in Michigan’s district and circuit courts are 
recognizing the problems of returning veterans as these men and women appear before them. The 
judges to their credit are acting on what they see with the creation of special courts.” 
Full story 
Note: The article also ran in the Macomb Daily and the Oakland Press. 
 
Detroit Legal News: Nominations sought for Hilda Gage Judicial Excellence 
Award 
“Given annually, the award recognizes current or former Circuit or Court of Appeals judges who have 
demonstrated exemplary service by excelling in trial and docket management, legal scholarship, and 
contributions to the profession and the community…. The deadline is July 19.” 
Full story 
 
Detroit Legal News: Nominations open for Child Welfare Awards 
“The Foster Care Review Board is seeking nominations for its annual Child Welfare Awards, which honor 
judges, lawyers, foster care workers, and foster parents for exemplary service to children in Michigan’s 
foster care system…. The deadline is September 6.” 
Full story 
Also see: 
Nominations Open for Child Welfare Awards; Foster Care Review Board to 
Recognize Service to Abused and Neglected Children 
Press release 
 
The Herald-Palladium/St. Joseph: VB approves court record storage deal 
“Van Buren County commissioners are planning to spend $19,000 in hopes of saving $300,000. 
Commissioners this week tentatively approved hiring MNJ Tech Public Sector of Buffalo Grove, Ill., for off-
site storage of circuit court video and audio data.” 
Full story 
 
Kalamazoo Gazette: St. Joseph County courts building may be renovated or 
rebuilt 
“St. Joseph County may see an overhaul of its 40-year-old courts building – or perhaps a new facility 
altogether. Built at the south end of the historic St. Joseph County Courthouse, the courts building is 
being looked at by county officials following concerns about its lack of space, outdated design and overall 
efficiency.” 
Full story 
Also see: 
The Sturgis Journal: County officials to consider options for courts building 
Full story 
 
Lansing State Journal: Editorial: Fight over right-to-work will linger 
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“Despite Rick Snyder’s plea that the Michigan Supreme Court settle the right-to-work law’s 
constitutionality, the state’s highest court decided to pass. RTW outlaws union dues as a condition of 
employment. The governor hoped the court would sign off on the controversial statute and quiet 
widespread objections about the way it was enacted.” 
Full story 
Also see: 
Lansing State Journal: New right-to-work laws might cloud state contract 
talks 
Full story 
 
Lansing State Journal: Editorial: Adjusting courts make sense (second 
article) 
“Taxpayers should not pay for more government than they need. The statement applies to every level 
and every branch of government, from local and county to state and federal.... The state Legislature 
should approve the [Judicial Resources Recommendations] report’s fiscally prudent suggestions.” 
Full story 
Also see: 
Recommendations to cut, add judgeships detailed in judicial resources report 
Press release 
 
The Macomb Daily: Former jail guard gets 9 more months for rape 
“In his third sentencing for a 2009 rape, a former jail guard was ordered to spend another nine months 
behind bars, although he does not yet have to start serving the time due to unresolved legal issues. 
Leonard ‘Lenny’ Olear was sentenced to 21 months in prison on Wednesday by Judge Peter J. Maceroni 
after two prior sentences of one year behind bars were rejected by the state Court of Appeals because 
they were too low.” 
Full story 
 
Saginaw News: The Saginaw/Tuscola County Foster Care Review Board 
needs volunteers 
“Volunteers are needed to serve on the Saginaw/Tuscola County Foster Care Review Board. The Foster 
Care Review Program is administered through the State Court Administrative Office of the Michigan 
Supreme Court.” 
Full story 
 
SBM Blog: Governor Seeks Applicants For Wexford-Missaukee District Court 
“Governor Snyder is seeking applications from qualified members of the bar for a judgeship in the 84th 
District Court in Wexford and Missaukee counties. The appointment will fill the seat of retired judge David 
Hogg. The application deadline is July 25, 2013.” 
Full story 
 
SBM Blog: In Memoriam: Hon. Edward A. Quinnell 
“Edward A. Quinnell, of Marquette, died June 23, at the age of 80. A 1956 graduate of the University of 
Michigan Law School, Judge Quinnell practiced with his father, then served as Marquette County 
Prosecutor and as a United States Bankruptcy Referee before being elected to the Marquette County 
Circuit Court.” 
Full story 
 
Traverse City Record-Eagle: Northern Notes: Help fix courthouse clock 
“The Grand Traverse County Board of Commissioners recently created the Historical Courthouse Clock 
Tower Fund to pay for the restoration of the clock tower chimes. The projected cost of the project is 
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$10,000. The fund recently received a boost with a $500 contribution from the Swogger & Bruce Law 
Firm in Traverse City.” 
Full story 
 
WKAR News/East Lansing: Court Says THC-Laced “Medibles” Not Allowed 
Under Marijuana Law 
“The Michigan Court of Appeals has ruled that brownies and other baked goods laced with THC are not 
allowed under the state’s medical marijuana law.... The appeals court ruled the brownies made with an 
extract of THC – the active ingredient in marijuana – are not allowed under Michigan’s medical marijuana 
law.” 
Full story 
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