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 PRISONS & CORRECTIONS SECTION 

Respectfully submits the following position on: 
 
* 

ADM File No. 2014-15 
 

* 
 

The Prisons & Corrections Section is not the State Bar of Michigan 
itself, but rather a Section which members of the State Bar choose 
voluntarily to join, based on common professional interest. 
 
The position expressed is that of the Prisons & Corrections Section only 
and is not the position of the State Bar of Michigan. 
 
To date, the State Bar does not have a position on this matter.   
 
The total membership of the Prisons & Corrections Section is 176. 
 
The position was adopted after discussion and vote at a scheduled 
meeting. The number of members in the decision-making body is 15.  
The number who voted in favor to this position was 10. The number who 
voted opposed to this position was 0. The number who abstained from 
voting was 2.  

 
 
 

 



                            
 
 
 
 
 

PRISONS & CORRECTIONS SECTION 
 
 

Report on Public Policy Position 
 
 
Name of section:  
Prisons & Corrections Section 
 
Contact person:  
Jessica Zimbelman 
  
E-Mail: 
jzimbelman@sado.org 
 
Proposed Court Rule or Administrative Order Number: 
2014-15 - Proposed Amendment of Rule 6.106 of the Michigan Court Rules  
The proposed amendments of MCR 6.106(B) and (D) would provide clarification that courts are permitted to 
exercise their inherent power to order conditions that limit or prohibit a pretrial defendant’s contact with any 
named person to be effective immediately, even while defendant remains in custody. These conditions are allowed 
in a custody order when the protective limitation or prohibition is necessary to maintain the integrity of the judicial 
proceedings.  
 
Date position was adopted: 
April 11, 2015 
 
Process used to take the ideological position: 
Position adopted after discussion and vote at a scheduled meeting. 
 
Number of members in the decision-making body: 
15 
 
Number who voted in favor and opposed to the position: 
10 Voted for position 
0 Voted against position 
2 Abstained from vote 
3 Did not vote (absent) 
 
Position:  
Oppose 
 
Explanation of the position, including any recommended amendments: 
First, the proposed amendments to MCR 6.106(B) and (D) appear to be a solution in search of a problem; judges 
already have the authority to impose conditions on pretrial detainees. Second, the amendments will likely create 
additional problems and confusion as judges seek to interpret whether the new rule affects other conditions of 
pretrial release. Third, if the rule is amended as proposed, it should be further amended to require judges to make 
findings of fact as to why a defendant’s First Amendment rights are being curtailed prior to trial. 
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The text of any legislation, court rule, or administrative regulation that is the subject of or referenced in 
this report. 
http://courts.mi.gov/Courts/MichiganSupremeCourt/rules/court-rules-admin-matters/Court%20Rules/2014-
15_2015-04-08_formatted%20order.pdf 
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