The Circuit Court
for the Sixth Judicial Circuit of Michigan

NANCI J. GRANT TELPHONE
CHIEF JUDGE . (248) 858-0358

May 27, 2016

Office of Administrative Counsel
P.O. Box 30052
Lansing; MI 48909

IN RE: ADM File No. 2014-03
Dear Administrative Counsel:

The 6™ Judicial Circuit Court of Oakland County supports the adoption of the
proposed Anti-Nepotism Order as referenced in ADM File No. 2014-03, dated
March,23, 201 6. The] Bench’s support is conditional upon the exclusion of Alternate
Add1t10nal Pr0v1s1on 17 c : et s R SR L TR L ey Tl

, The Bench concurs w1th the pohey prov1s10ns that proh1b1t Wlthm a court entity,
the employment of relatwes ina subordmate/superwsery relatlonshlp and a related chief
judge and court adm1n1strator ‘These provisions sefve to eliminate’ any appearance of
favoritism or conﬂ1cts of interest, real or percelved whwll m1ght exxst ift an employment
relatlonblnp but for these pr 0h1b1t10ns

The Beneh i p_pose the inclusion of proposed Alternative Additiorial Provision
1, c. that would prohibit a relative of a judge from being employed within the same court
entlty in whlch the related Judge 31ts Relatives of judges who are well-qualified
candldates for posxtlons should not be preeluded from- employment cons1derat10n solely
because they are related to a'sitting judge within thé same court entity. Nor should a
court have to miss out on the knowledge skills and ab1ht1es that a pwspeetwe cand1date
offers merely because the candidate is related to a s1tt1ng jiidge. ‘The safeguards against
direct 1ep0rtmg relationships and related chief judges and court administrators will ensure
that no, undue Inﬂuenoe ex1sts should a cou1t entlty employ a relatlve of one of 1ts }udges
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We appreciate the Supreme Court’s efforts to clai‘ify the Anti-Nepotism policy
governing employment relationships within Michigan’s courts. Thank you for the
opportunity to comment on the proposed Administrative Order.

"~ Sincergly,

Nanci Grant
Chief Judge

Copy: Judges of the 6™ Judicial Circuit Court
Court Administrator




