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Proposed Amendments 2013-10 – Proposed Amendments of Rules 2.107 and 2.117 of 
the Michigan Court Rules 
The proposed amendment of MCR 2.107 would provide clarification by adding the term 
"order" so that after either a final judgment or order has entered, papers should be served 
on the party after the time for appeal has passed. The proposed amendment of MCR 
2.117 would clarify that when an attorney appears in an action by filing or defending a 
postjudgment motion, the duration of the attorney's appearance would be the same as that 
of an attorney filing or defending the original pleadings.  
Issued: June 19, 2013 
Comment period expiration: October 1, 2013 
 
Rule 2.107 Service and Filing of Pleadings and other Papers  
(A) [Unchanged.]  
(B) Service on Attorney or Party.  

(1) Service required or permitted to be made on a party for whom an attorney 
has appeared in the action must be made on the attorney except as follows:  
(a)-(b) [Unchanged.]  
(c) After a final judgment or final order has been entered and the time 

for an appeal of right has passed, papers must be served on the party 
unless the rule governing the particular postjudgment procedure 
specifically allows service on the attorney;  

(d) [Unchanged.] 
 
 
Rule 2.117 Appearances 
(A)-(B)[Unchanged.] 
(C)  Duration of Appearance by Attorney. 

(1) Unless otherwise stated or ordered by the court, an attorney's appearance 
applies only in the court in which it is made, or to which the action is 
transferred, until a final judgment or final order is entered disposing of all 
claims by or against the party whom the attorney represents and the time 
for appeal of right has passed. The appearance applies in an appeal taken 
before entry of final judgment or final order by the trial court.  

(2) [Unchanged.] 
 
 

In order to clarify postjudgment appearances, I would renumber current (C)(2) as 
(C)(3), and then add a new (C)(2) as follows: 



 
(1) Unless otherwise stated or ordered by the court, an attorney's appearance in 

motions brought after entry of a judgment or final order, applies only in the 
court in which it is made, or to which the action is transferred, until a 
judgment or order is entered which resolves those claims or issues raised by 
or against the party whom the attorney represents and the time for appeal of 
right has passed. The appearance applies in an appeal taken before entry of 
final judgment or final order by the trial court. 
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