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Dear Mr. Royster: 

I would like to comment on the Michigan Supreme Court's proposal to revise Michigan Court 
Rule (MCR) 3.218, "Friend of the Court Records; Access." The Michigan Department of 
Human Services (DHS) strongly encourages the court to adopt the proposed language to 
MCR 3.218(8)(1). 

Currently, DHS and its Office of Child Support (OCS) are working with the Michigan State 
Housing Development Authority (MSHDA) to improve the application process for affordable 
housing programs. MSHDA administers several housing programs and frequently requires 
child support information to determine applicant eligibility. DHS, OCS, and MSHDA believe 
the proposed revision to MCR 3.218(8)(1) will help streamline that process. 

The proposed revision would allow Friends of the Court to provide housing program 
applicants' financial records to MSHDA at the applicants' request. MSHDA would then use 
those records to verify program eligibility. Receiving applicants' financial information directly 
from Friends of the Court would more efficiently provide MSHDA the information it needs to 
screen applicants and deliver services. It would also provide more accurate and reliable 
information and reduce fraud. 

DHS supports facilitating access to housing and other vital services, and delivering those 
services in a fair and efficient manner. The proposed revision to MCR 3.218(8)(1) should 
help meet those goals. If the court adopts the proposed language, DHS requests immediate 
implementation of the court rule on October 1, 2013. 
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Please note that I comment only on MCR 3.218(8)(1); OCS will provide its comments on the 
remainder of the court rule at a later date. Thank you for considering DHS's comments and 
recommendation. 

Sincerely, 

4r:~JJ C:/lA.f?;fJ 
Maura D. Corrigan U 

EPF/MDC 

cc: Erin Frisch, OCS 
Anne Boomer, Michigan Supreme Court 


