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 PROBATE COURT SYSTEM 
2013 Spring Release 

 
Please copy and distribute this document to all 
court staff using the PCS Application. 
 
The March 2013 update is scheduled to be 
installed on your system the week of March 25th. 
 
JIS will not be sending out a Release CD.   The 
updates will be installed directly to your system 
by JIS. 

PROBATE 
ITEMS CONTAINED IN THIS RELEASE 

 
Inventory Fee Distribution 
Inventory Fee Calculation 

PC 572 
Optional Date on Header Screen 

http://courts.mi.gov/administration/jis/court-systems/pages/probate-court-system.aspx
http://courts.mi.gov/administration/jis/court-systems/pages/probate-court-system.aspx
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Inventory Fee  
Calculation and Distribution 

On January 17, 2013 and February 14, 2013, a memorandum was 
distributed by the State Court Administrative Office regarding changes to 
the inventory fee calculation and reporting requirements regarding the 
distribution of the Inventory Fee.  These changes go into effect March 28, 
2013.  The link to the SCAO memorandum is: 
 
SCAO Memo - Change in Calculating Inventory Fee 
SCAO Memo - Update - Change in Calculating Inventory Fee 
 
 
Effective March 28, 2013, the inventory fee distribution formula will 
be changed as follows: 
  

• 47.5% to County General Fund and  
• 52.5% to State Shared Fees 

 
Additionally, effective January 1, 2018, the inventory fee distribution 
formula will be changed as follows: 
 

• 40% to County General Fund and 
• 60% to State Shared Fees 

 
The change to the Inventory Fee calculation and allowance for any 
liens against the real property is dependent upon the date of death: 
 

• For all estates in which the date of death was before March 28, 
2013, a lien on real property shall not be deducted from the value 
of the estate when calculating the inventory fee. 

 
• For all estates in which the date of death was on or after March 28, 

2013, a lien on real property shall be deducted from the value of 
the estate when calculating the inventory fee. 
 

The deduction for the lien cannot be more than the value of the property 
associated to the lien AND the lien cannot be combined with other real 
property listed in the inventory. 
 
Example #1:  The value of property A is $75,000.00 and has a lien amount of 
$100,000.00 and the value on property B is $50,000.00 with NO lien amount, 
the lien deduction would be $75,000.00 for property A and 0.00 for property 
B, for a total of $75,000.00. 
 
Example #2:  The value of property A is $75,000.00 and has a lien amount of 
$100,000.00 and the value on property B is $50,000.00 and has a lien amount 
of $10,000.00, the lien deduction would be $75,000.00 for property A and 
$10,000.00 for property B, for a total of $85,000.00. 
 

http://courts.mi.gov/Administration/SCAO/Documents/Family-Probate/2012PA596.pdf
http://courts.mi.gov/Administration/SCAO/Documents/Family-Probate/Implementation%20of%20SB%20192-2012%20PA%20596%20Followup.pdf
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Changing the Inventory Fee Distribution 

To accommodate the changes in the distribution of the Inventory Fee, 
you will need to make the following modifications to the Price File 
(PRM): 
 

• Inactivate the current INV code 
• Create a new INV code with an effective date of 3/28/2013 

Step 1 
• On the NXT TRAN line enter PRM, then <Enter> 

o Locate the INV code and enter “M” to modify the code and 
select <Enter> 

o You will be routed to the Probate Price File CHANGE 
screen 

 

Step 2 
• Within the Probate Price File CHANGE screen 

o Modify the Code status from Y to N (Inactive) and select 
<Enter> 

o Enter your financial password, select <Enter> and then 
<F10> to update 

o The price code is now inactive.  It can be viewed by 
selecting the F7=Active/Inactive Codes key. 

 

Inactivate the Current Inventory Price Code 
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Add the New Inventory Price Code 

Step 1 
• From the Probate Price File enter “A” next to any Price Code 

displayed on the screen and select <Enter> 

 

Step 2 
• Price Code:   INV (This code is required) 
• P=%  C=Cash amounts P 
• Amount:   100  
• Description:   Inventory Fee (or other desc.)  
• Effective Date   3/28/2013 
• Code Status:   Y 
• Code (Line #1)  INV 
• Dist Am (Line #1)  47.50 
• PAY (Line #1)  C (County) 
• Code (Line #2)  SSF 
• Dist Amt (Line #2)  52.50 
• PAY (Line #2)  S (State)  

 
Select <Enter>, enter in your financial password, select <Enter> and 
<F10> to update 

 

 

The new price code displays with the effective date of 03/28/2013 
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Changes to the inventory calculation become effective on March 28, 2013 
 

• Impacts DA, DE and PE case types 
• Date of Death must be on or after March 28, 2013 

o Date of Death must be entered in the ‘Optional Date’ field 
• The inventory is based off from the value of the estate minus any 

lien amounts on real property.  
• The statutory change sunsets on December 31, 2017 

Inventory Calculation 

The Date of Death must be entered in the Optional Date Field for DA, DE 
and PE case types. 
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Changes to PE Case Types 

As a result of the changes to the inventory calculation, it is now 
necessary that a fiduciary party type of PER (Small Estates Under 
$15,000) is added on all PE case types. 
 
It is also necessary that the inventory fee be added, even if, after 
the deduction for the real property lien amount, the inventory 
value is zero. 
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The Inventory Fee is calculated based on the total amount of the assets 
MINUS any lien amount (real property only). 
 
In this example, the total value of the estate was $226,123.00, which 
includes a home with a value of $100,000.  There is a lien against the real 
estate in the amount of $76,123.00, making the inventory amount 
$150,000.00. 
 
The inventory fee calculation is based on the $150,000.00 and should be 
entered in the Inventory Less Lien Amt field. 
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The deduction for the lien amount cannot exceed the value 
of the real property 
 
EXAMPLE: 

• Total inventory 
o $90,000.00 (including real estate) 

• Real estate value 
o $75,000.00 

• Lien on real estate 
o $100,000.00 

• Deduct $75,000.00 
 

Inventory less lien amount is $15,000 
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SCAO 67 is based on case types DA, DE and PE and captures the following 
information: 
 

• Case Number 
• Date of Death 
• Total Estate Value (before lien deducted) 
• Calculated Inventory fee (before lien deducted) 
• Total Estate Value (after lien deducted) 
• Calculated Inventory fee after Lien Deducted 

 
The total calculated inventory before and after lien is also included in the 
report. 
 
The report will also include all inventory fees COLLECTED by the court 
during the reporting year, regardless of the date of death. 

Report of Decedent Estate 
Administration Fees 

SCAO 67 
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Generating SCAO 67 

 

From the Probate Report Selection Menu (RPT PRO),  
• Select option #31 

o Estate Administration Fees 
• Select <Enter> 

 

 

Enter the report Begin Date and End Date 
• Select <Enter> 
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Form Change 
PC572 

Letters of Authority have been updated to reflect the new language 
for the Personal Representative regarding lien. 
 

• Where the decedent’s date of death is on or after March 28, 
2013, the lien amount will be deducted from the value of the 
real property for purposes of calculating the inventory fee 
under MCL 600.871(2). 
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Submitting the Report 
 

Submit the report by March 31st following each calendar year. 
 
Submit the report to: 

State Court Administrative Office 
 Trial Court Services Division 
 Attention Deb Marks 
 P.O. Box 30048 
 Lansing, MI    48909 
 
 e-mail to:  marksd@courts.mi.gov 
 
The report is for calendar years 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017 
 

Account and Price Code Requirement 

For the inventory to report correctly, it is mandatory that the code 
of INV is used for both the Price Code AND the Account Code. 
 
 

mailto:marksd@courts.mi.gov


Page 10 of 10 
 

 

Ju
di

ci
al

 In
fo

rm
at

io
n 

Sy
st

em
s 

 

Header Screen 
Optional Date Field 

 

 

The Optional Date field on the header screen will require a value 
for the following case types: 
 

• DA, DE and PE  
o Enter the Date of Death 

• CY, GM, and LG 
o Enter the Date of Birth 

Cash Register Screen 

Money Ord Amt: displays when F5 Other Pmt Type is selected 

 

Release Version 
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