Michigan Supreme Court
State Court Administrative Office
Trial Court Services Division
Michigan Hall of Justice
P.O. Box 30048
Lansing, Michigan 48909
Phone (517) 373-4835

Jennifer Warner

Director
MEMORANDUM
DATE: July 19, 2012
TO: Circuit Court Judges
Circuit Court Administrators
FROM: Ashley Coneff, Management Analyst
RE: Miller v. Alabama, 567 US___ (2012)

In the United State Supreme Court’s June 25, 2012 decision in Miller v. Alabama, the Court
held *. . . that mandatory life without parole for those under the age of 18 at the time of their
crimes violates the Eighth Amendment's prohibition on ‘cruel and unusual punishment’ .. .”

Under Michigan law, anyone convicted of first degree murder, including individuals under the
age of 18, must be sentenced to life imprisonment without the possibility of parole. The
Michigan Department of Corrections (MDOC) estimates the number of “juvenile lifers” in the
state of Michigan at 370.

Preliminary data on the number of affected cases was provided by MDOC and is summarized in
the following table:

County Sentencing Judge

(total # of cases) | (# of cases)

Arenac (1) Matuzak (1)

Bay (2) Bielawski (1); Schmidt (1)

Berrien (12) Burkholz (1); Bryns (1); Deja (1); Hammond (2); Peterson (3); Scofield (1); Schrock (1);
Taylor (2)

Calhoun (8) Garbrecht (1); Kingsley (3); Miller (1); Sindt (3)

Cass (2) Dodge (2)

Clinton (1) Tahvonen (1)

Eaton (1) Eveland (1)

Genesee (27) Baker (1); Borradaile (3); Farah (2); Freeman (6); Fullerton (3); Hayman (1); Neithercut (4);
Newblatt (1); Ransom (3); Washington (1); Yeotis (1); Yuille (1)
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Gratiot (2) Tahvonen (1); Martlew (1)
Huron (1) Knoblock (1)

Ingham (2) Harrison (1); Houk (1)
lonia (2) Hoort (1); Simon (1)

Jackson (4)

Britten (1); Falahee (2); Schmucker (1)

Kalamazoo (9)

Giguere (2); Johnson (2); Lamb (2); Lipsey (2); Schaefer (1)

Kent (24) Buth (2); Hoffius (1); Johnston (3); Kolenda (6); Leiber (5); Redford (2); Smolenski (1);
Soet (2); Sullivan (1); Trusock (1)

Lake (1) Cooper (1)

Lapeer (1) Baguley (1)

Macomb (12)

Balkwill (1); Chrzanowski (1); Donofrio (1); Druzinski (3); Jeannette (1); Montgomery (2);
Sanborn (1); Schwartz (1); Zatkoff (1)

Midland (2) Dewitt (1); Gillespie (1)

Montcalm (1) Miel (1)

Muskegon (7) Daniels (1); Hicks (1); Kobza (2); Marietti (2); Pannucci (1)
Newaygo (1) Monton (1)

Oakland (50)

Adams (1); Anderson (2); Andrews (2); Breck (1); Chabot (2); Cooper (3); Gilbert (2);
Gorcyca (1); Howard (2); Jourdan (1); Kuhn (7); Langford Morris (2); Laplata (1);
McDonald (2); Mester (5); Moore (1); Nichols (4) O’Brien (2); O’Brien, D. (1); Potts (1);
Roberts (1); Schnelz (1); Sosnick (1); Templin (2); Tyner (1); Ziem (1)

Osceola (1) Root (1)
Otsego (1) Davis (1)
Ottawa (1) Bosman (1)

Saginaw (25)

Armstrong (3); Borchard (1); Borrello (8); Crane (2); Gilbert (1); Heathscott (4);
Jackson (1); Kaczmarek (1); McDonald (1); Meter (3)

Shiawassee (4)

Carland (1); Lostracco (2); Papp (1)

St. Clair (6)

Adair (1); Corden (1); Deegan (3); Kelly (1)

St. Joseph (2)

Corsiglia (1); Noecker (1)

Van Buren (2)

Warshawsky (2)

Washtenaw (7)

Ager (1); Campbell (2); Conlin (3); Wilder (1)

Wayne (49)

Allen (1); Berry (2); Bill (2); Bowles (1); Brennan (1); Brookover (2); Burton (1);
Colombo (1); Cox (1); Ewell (1); Evans (1); Fresard (3); Hathaway, C. (1);

Hathaway, M. (1); Hood (1); Jackson (2); Jones (1); Kenny (1); Kerwin (1); McKnight (1);
Moore (1); Morrow (1); Parker (2); Piggins (1); Roberson (1); Roberts (1); Ryan (2);
Sullivan (4); Talbot (2); Townsend (5); Worthy (2); Unknown (1)

Court) (98)

Wayne (Recorders

Baxter (4); Borman (2); Boyle (2); Braxton (1 case, but 2 juveniles); Brown (1);

Chylinski (2); Colombo (1); Connor (1); Crockett (6); Cunningham (1); Drain (5);

Edwards (3); Evans (1); Ford (1); Fort-Hood (1); Giovan (1); Hathaway (3 — 1 case involved
2 juveniles); Heading (2); Hobson (1); Hood (1); Jackson (3); Jasper (3); Jobes (5);

Jones (6); Jourdan (1); Lucas (1); Kaufman (1); Kenny (1); Kirwan (1); Maher (1);
Massey-Jones (1); Moore (4); O’Brien (1); Roberson (1 case, but 2 juveniles); Sapala (2);
Silverman (1); Stephens (2); Strong (2); Talbot (6); Tennen (1); Torres (3); Townsend (1);
Zick (1); Ziolkowski (1); Unknown (8)

More specific case information will be provided to the individual courts. If you have any
questions or would like more information, please contact me at coneffa@courts.mi.gov or 517-

373-2451.
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