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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  December 20, 2012 
 
TO:  Chief Judges 
 cc:  Court Administrators 

Probate Registers 
County Clerks 

 
FROM: Chad C. Schmucker 
 
RE:  SCAO Administrative Memorandum 2012-09 
 Judicial Officer’s Appearance by Video Communication Equipment 
 
 
Administrative Order 2012-7, effective January 1, 2013, allows judicial officers to participate, by 
video, in any proceeding that may be conducted by video communication equipment without the 
consent of the parties under the Michigan Court Rules and statutes.  The judicial officer who presides 
remotely must be physically present in a courthouse located within his or her judicial circuit, district, 
or multiple-district area, whichever is applicable. 
 
Remote participation will be limited to the following situations: 
 

• Judicial assignments.  All assignment orders issued after December 31, 2012, will include 
language allowing remote participation.  

• Multiple-district plans.  If a court has a multiple-district plan in place and wishes to allow 
remote participation, it will need to revise its local administrative order (LAO) using revised 
model LAO 7. The court should rescind its current multiple-district LAO in the heading of the 
new LAO. 

• Circuits and districts that are comprised of more than one county and district court districts that 
have multiple court locations.  If a court wishes to allow remote participation, it will need to 
submit an LAO for approval, using model LAO 38. 

mailto:boothj@courts.mi.gov
http://courts.mi.gov/Administration/SCAO/Resources/Documents/standards/Assign%20Procedures.pdf
http://courts.mi.gov/Administration/SCAO/Resources/LAOs/Lao7%20-%20model.rtf
http://courts.mi.gov/Administration/SCAO/Resources/LAOs/ModelLAO38.rtf

