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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  January 16, 2014 
 
TO:  Chief Circuit Court Judges 

cc: Family Division Judges 
 Family Division Administrators 

   Circuit Court Administrators 
 
FROM: John A. Hohman, Jr., State Court Administrator 
 
RE: U. S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Family Court Directive 
 
 
In August 2013, the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agency (ICE) issued new 
directive 11064.1 Facilitating Parental Interests in the Course of Civil Immigration Enforcement 
Activities to complement existing immigration enforcement priorities.  The new directive 
includes policies and procedures to address the placement, monitoring, accommodation, and 
removal of alien parents involved with domestic relations or child welfare proceedings. Judges 
and court personnel handling these matters should be made aware of this directive, which is 
summarized below and attached for your convenience.  

 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Administration for Children and Families 
will work with family courts and child welfare agencies to develop methods for improving 
communication and cooperation between the immigration enforcement and family court systems.  
We will keep you informed of progress.   
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Kelly Howard, Child Welfare Services 
Director, at (517) 373-8671 or howardk@courts.mi.gov or Steve Capps, Friend of the Court 
Bureau Director, at (517) 373-9318 or cappss@courts.mi.gov. 
 
Attachment 
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Definition/Scope  
The ICE directive defines a family court or child welfare proceeding as “a proceeding in which a 
family or dependency court or child welfare agency adjudicates or enforces the rights of parents 
or minor children through the determination or modification of parenting plans, child custody, 
visitation, or support, or the distribution of property or other legal obligations in the context of 
parental rights.”  
 
For the purposes of this memorandum, “family court” proceeding includes child protection, child 
custody, parenting time, and child support proceedings.  
 
The directive is applicable to alien parents or legal guardians:  

(1) who are the primary caretakers of minor children regardless of the children’s 
citizenship; 
(2) who have a direct interest in a family court proceeding; and  
(3) whose minor children are U.S. citizens or lawful permanent residents.  

 

Policy/Procedures 
The directive states that ICE personnel should ensure that the agency’s immigration enforcement 
activities do not unnecessarily disrupt the parental rights of alien parents and legal guardians of 
minor children.   
 
To that end, the directive requires ICE to: 

• Designate a person in each field office to serve as the regional point of contact on all 
parental interests matters, known as “Field Points of Contact for Parental Rights” or 
“Field POCs.”  The Field POCs serve as public liaisons for inquiries related to the 
parental rights of a detained alien parent or legal guardian.   
Michigan’s Enforcement Removal Operations contact person is James Jacobs (e-mail: 
Detroit.Outreach@ice.dhs.gov). 

• Hold detained parents or legal guardians in detention facilities that are reasonably close 
to where their children are living and to the location of the family court, whenever 
possible.  

• Facilitate the ability of detained parents or legal guardians to participate in family court 
proceedings that affect their parental rights. The parents or guardians must provide 
evidence of the court hearing, and facilitating their participation must not pose an undue 
logistical burden on ICE or raise safety or security concerns. 

• Facilitate the ability of detained parents or legal guardians to participate in family court 
proceedings through video or teleconferencing when in-person participation is not 
possible.  
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• Facilitate, to the extent possible, parenting time between detained parents or legal 
guardians and their children when a parent or guardian can demonstrate that such visits 
are required as a precondition for family reunification.  Documentation could include a 
reunification plan, court order, or other such documentation.   

• Accommodate, to the extent practicable, the efforts of detained parents or legal guardians 
with final orders of deportation to make arrangements for their children. This may 
include assistance with obtaining travel documents for their children to accompany them 
or arranging for placement with a guardian so their children may remain in the U.S. 

• Provide detained parents or legal guardians with sufficient notice of deportation (when 
such notice does not raise a security concern) so that travel arrangements may be made 
for the children of the detained parents or legal guardians.  

• Coordinate, to the extent practicable, the access of detained parents or legal guardians to 
legal counsel, consulates and consular officials, courts, and family members in the weeks 
prior to deportation, in order to execute signed documents. This may include execution of 
powers of attorney, guardianship agreements, passport applications, and the purchase of 
airline tickets.  

• After an alien is deported, consider, on a case-by-case basis, facilitating the temporary 
return of the parent or legal guardian to participate in a court hearing related to 
termination of parental rights if the family court has determined that his or her physical 
presence at the hearing is required. The alien would be responsible for all costs associated 
with travel to and from the United States to participate at the hearing.  
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