
From:  Doug VanEpps (Chris Harris) 
To: CDRP Centers 
Date:  6/18/2009 1:33 PM 
Subject:  Michigan Foreclosure Task Force 
 
Directors: 
 
I briefly presented CDRP to the Michigan Foreclosure Task Force this morning.  Approximately 40 persons representing 
legal services and housing counseling services agencies were present. 
 
I represented that: 
1.  all centers could currently mediate disputes between lenders and borrowers, and that housing counselor advocates and 
legal services attorneys could attend the sessions; 
2.  most centers could provide conflict resolution workshops for housing counselors on negotiation skills, impasse 
strategies, and other negotiation-related themes, and that if a particular center did not have the training capacity on a 
particular topic, it could almost certainly make arrangements with other centers to provide training; 
3.  that if it appeared that centers would receive more than the occasional case, SCAO would work with the Task Force and 
its constituents to design a training to familiarize mediators and center staff with such topics as foreclosure process and 
nomenclature, forms, party dynamics, etc; 
4.  that while most centers have a fee structure, inability to pay would not preclude mediation from taking place; and  
5.  that center staff would be available to speak at local or regional meetings of collaborative bodies. 
 
If your center is approached to provide any of these services, please (1) do not discourage any ideas for lack of funding; 
and (2) contact me to discuss what funding options there may be to support whatever services persons are identifying as 
helpful, e.g., local, regional, or statewide trainings.  In short, in these early moments of implementing the new legislation 
(distributed last week), I would like the opportunity to review with you any funding needs that may accompany a request 
for service from anyone working on foreclosure issues. 
 
Also, feel free to be in touch if your center is involved in other foreclosure developments. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Doug 
 
__________________ 
 
Doug Van Epps 
Director, Office of Dispute Resolution 
Michigan Supreme Court 
State Court Administrative Office 
P. O. Box 30048 
Lansing MI 48909 
Tel: 517.373.4839 
Fax: 517.373.5748 
Email: vaneppsd@courts.mi.gov
Website: 

  
http://courts.michigan.gov/scao/dispute/odr.htm

 
  

 


