
Friend of the Court Bureau 

Advisory Committee 

Friday, November 20, 2015 

In Attendance: S. Hodits; P.Dever; D.Dundas; J. Frasik; A. Yu; D. Howard; L. Bullard;  
 R. Shareef; D. Potts; M. Motter 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Administrative Matters 

a. Review minutes from August 2015 
 Changes to Meeting notes:  Title – “Meeting Minutes” not “Agenda”.  
 Heading Changes:  Clarify the dates and add name.  

 
3. Public Comment 

a. Concerns:  The term “disability” in the friend of the court manual.  “Health Care” 
is mentioned but an alternative path of the procedures should be provided.  MI 
Child Support Formula doesn’t seem to include clarity this term.  Clarify the term 
“disability” and how is it applied.  This would be helpful to assure people do not 
abuse this system in regards to disability/health care. 

b. Create an online intake process for “child support” so there will be no favoritism 
in the different counties in the state of Michigan.  This can be similar to the 
DHHS intake system.  Reviews are delayed because of the lack of an intake form. 
Online would create less favoritism and decrease the cost (make documents 
available online).  

c. Treat Native Americans equal under the law to “cost sharing” because the FOC is 
not up to date on it.  

d. Third parties have to carry insurance (under the law):  Please add a few 
clarifications in regards to third parties.  Do not allow one party to deduct from 
the third party’s payments.  

e. Psychological Evaluations:  Get a hold on this and address these evaluations. 
Families need to be protected.  For example, look at military records and other 
psychological records.   

f. FOC policies and procedures should be available online.  Example of policies: 
The FOC staff should be required ask the client to present documentations.  This 
would create less fraudulent issues.  

g. Summary:  Handle on health care, disabilities, and Native Americans.  
  



h. Some Thoughts and Responses Regarding Concerns:  
i. Suggest someone from the Bureau look through some of these policies. 

Please email the FOCB address.  
ii. The members working on the MI Child Support Formula are currently 

addressing/investigating the issues mentioned above and several other 
issues.  

iii. The FOCB webpage has the Michigan Child Support Formula available 
for the public.  Several of the terms that are of concern are mentioned in 
the Child Support formula.  Two members of the staff review the Child 
Support Formula.  

iv. As for the online “intake process” regarding the documents, customers can 
use the resources available online.  The courts are working on allowing 
clients to access several other documents online and give clients the 
opportunity to upload the documents, but this varies from one county to 
another county. 

v. Please email Liz regarding the “Native American” concerns because she 
has some contacts to put you in touch with.  Many of the tribunal courts 
work with the local FOC.  
 

4. Correspondence - Since August 2015 
a. None to Report 

5. Old Business 
a. Legislative Update 

i. Spreadsheet attached.  Five things added since the last meeting (all in 
early September). 

ii. SB 0485 Parenting Time:  Probate Code 1939.  Presumptions provided.  
iii. No updates or movements on the Bill No. 4845 “100 mile to 50 mile rule”  
iv. Question:  what does “zero” mean in Bill Number SB 0458 Adoption 

Code?  Maybe this is a problem when stepparents want to adopt a child. 
This is risky for an attorney to put a “zero” on the support order.  What 
about incarcerated parent(s)?  
 

b. UIFSA 2008 Update 
i. Should be completed by the end of the year.   

ii. We are one of four states that haven’t passed UIFSA.  
iii. Started in June 2015, but provisions added to the proposed bill in August. 

New language was also added by the House.  This has to be completed by 
the end of the year.  

iv. Liz will have an update in February to share with the attendees.  
 



c. FOCB Advisory Public Comment Policy 
i. Attached to packet:  cleaned version and edited version of the guidelines.  

ii. Request for Public Comment Worksheet:  Added six minutes (three 
minutes at the beginning of the meeting and three minutes at the end of the 
meeting).  Distinguish comments that relate to the agenda and comments 
that are not related to the agenda (please list the comments according to 
the numbers on the agenda).  

iii. FOCB Webpage will be updated with the edited version of the “Request 
for Public Comment” document.  

iv. Public Comment Guidelines Worksheet:  Inform FOCB in no less than 
three days prior to the meeting if you will be in attendance.  This gives 
flexibility to the FOCB and the security team.  Accessibility to the 
meeting location is discussed in the document.  Also, the room in which 
we are now having our meeting in is reserved for 2016 meetings.  

v. Comments from the Public regarding the “Request for Public Comment” 
form:  Write “three business days prior to the meeting” in the document 
instead of three days.  

6. New Business 
a. Van Buren FOC “Dad’s Class” –  Matt Motter and Dr. David Potts 

i. Dr. David Potts:  Flyer and document presented.  Children’s best interest 
is the highest consideration in our program.  

a. Teach/train:  parenting skills, control behavior, 
communication skills, etc.  We need to look at “evidence” 
and statistics when considering the services we should 
provide.  This program is voluntary, but would like to have 
it court ordered in the future.   

b. Mr. Motter and Dr. Potts attend the classes.  Please contact 
Dr. Potts if you have any suggestions regarding the 
services.  

c. Liz can put you in touch with the statistical department here 
at the FOCB.  

d. Question:  If this class is court ordered for fathers, some 
issues can arise.  What about gender-neutral classes? 
Classes for both mothers and fathers so both parties can 
improve their communication skills.  

e. If you have both parties attend the class at the same time, 
an issue can arise for parties that have a PPO.  This may be 
something to consider in the future.   



f. Class Times:  Currently, classes are once a week for eight 
weeks.  Dr. Potts received feedback from some of the 
clients that would like to attend the class more often.  Class 
on the flyer:  every other week for two hours.  Teaching 
effective communication.  

g. Costs:  Fathers are not charged.  The classes are currently 
funded.  

h. Connecting with the “National Fatherhood Initiative.”  
i. Helpful comments on Funding:  Lay out a vision regarding 

the funding for the classes.  This is how we measure it 
today and where we are heading.  Long term potential to 
gain third party financing.  

j. Lynn Bullard will keep us updated.  
b. FOCB Update  

i. MFSC Fall Conference Review 
a. Conference went very well!  
b. January training.  Participants can select which training to 

attend throughout the day.  Dispute Resolution Conference 
– three-hour training and the attendees will be able to be 
qualified/certified.   

ii. Update to Custody and Parenting Time Investigation Manual 
a. Administrator is currently creating a template form.  This 

will be completed by December.  
b. Case law supplement will be provided.  
c. The manual will be available online (printable) and 

uploaded bi-annually.  
iii. Child Support Formula Update 

a. Committee will be meeting.  
b. We need clarity on who will put the child on the health care 

expenses.  
c. Most of the changes in the formula were based on 

clarification to certain terms and duties.  
d. Effective date for the formula would be in January 2017 
e. Two things added to FOCB:  

1. Secretary of State:  “Stop Action” notifies 
dealership owners that there is a transfer 
issue (example:  lien) relating to the sale and 
purchase of the car.  Secretary of State 
issued it yesterday.  Also, a New Title will 
be given to the car owner and it will have 



the local FOC address on it when there is a 
“lien” on the car.  The purpose is to notify 
the owner/dealership about a “lien” on the 
car.  

2. Border Conference held on November 10th. 
Presentations on caseloads and much more. 
Each state (three states presented – OH, IN, 
and MI) explained how the Child Support 
Programs work in their particular state.  The 
state of Michigan has more players involved 
in Child Support.  Other states operate 
differently.  

ii. Border Conference would like Michigan to attend a 
national conference and definitely wants Wayne 
County to attend.  Also, they are working on 
“interstate communications” (electronic updates) to 
improve communication between workers in 
different states. 

iii.  Liz will keep everyone updated.  
f. Question:  What about Intergovernmental Services?  

Several remedies are available.  Look up “escalation 
policy” (OCS).  Lynn Bullard – please get in contact with 
Jennifer.  

7. Closing 
a. Members Closing Comments 

 Public Comment:  Classes for both parents to attend and not based 
on gender.  

b. Adjourn 

 

*Reminder:  Next meeting scheduled:  February 19, 2016 @ 1 pm., Hall of Justice 
in Lansing.  


