Checklist for New Specialty Courts
Target Population
· Who qualifies for admission into the program?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adults   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Juveniles

· What charges qualify a person for admission into the program?  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DWI   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Drug Offenses   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Domestic Violence   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (explain)       
· What type of charges will be admitted into the program?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Misdemeanor   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Felony
· What is the clinical criterion for admission into the program?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Substance Abuse   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Substance Dependence   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mental Health Disorders  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (explain)       
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)

· Participants will be eligible for:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dismissal   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Delayed Sentence 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Deviation from the Sentencing Guidelines
· The MOU has an expiration date of      
· ALL team members signed the MOU?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Local Administrative Order (LAO)
· Based on the target population, what model LAO is being used?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult   FORMCHECKBOX 
 DWI   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Family   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Juvenile   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Domestic Violence   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mental Health   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Veterans

· If the program admits misdemeanor and felony and/or adults and juveniles, a joint LAO signed by the chief judges of each court’s jurisdiction must be submitted.
Assignment Order
· If it is a district court program accepting felony offenders, or a program accepting offenders from courts other than the judge’s “home” court is there an approved assignment order or concurrent jurisdiction plan in place?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Projected Start Date
· When is the projected start date for the program?       
Program Planning Contacts
· Who was contacted to discuss and plan the new specialty court program?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SCAO-Trial Court Services   FORMCHECKBOX 
 SCAO Regional Office   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Existing Drug Court Judge or Staff
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Michigan Association of Drug Court Professionals Staff   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (explain)      
Specialty Courts Recognized by SCAO

· Those drug/DWI courts that are recognized by SCAO as being in the planning stage have notified SCAO that they have applied for the required Drug Court Planning Initiative (DCPI) training and are drafting a LAO and MOU for their program.    

· Those drug/DWI courts that are operational must have an approved LAO, signed MOU, and be in compliance with all SCAO reporting requirements in order to be on the official SCAO list of specialty courts.  
Qualifications to Apply for Grant Funding 

· Operational drug/DWI courts must be on the official SCAO list of recognized specialty courts to qualify for implementation grant funding.
· Courts that are planning to establish a drug/DWI court program are not required to have an approved LAO or MOU in order to apply for grant funding; however, the completion of both documents and of the required DCPI training should be goals for the program.
