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* REUNIFICATION — Case closes *
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* ADOPTION — Case closes

* GUARDIANSHIP — Case closes

* PPFWR — Case remains open

¢ APPLA/APPLA-E - Case remains,open
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Michigan Statistics

* Per the Modified Settlement Agreement there should be no more
than 9% of the total number of foster youth in the state, excluding
the youth over the age of 18 who are in a voluntary placement with
the state (Legal Status 51 or 56), with the permanency goal of APPLA
or APPLA-E by September 30, 2012.

* As of September 30, 2010 there were 16,201 kids in out of home
care in Michigan. Statistics by permanency goal are as follows:

Reunification: 8610

Adoption 4666
Guardianship 473
PPFWR 505
APPLA 301
APPLA-E 1622

Unknown 24




Family Engagement/Finding

Mining the Foster Care File

Mining the CPS File

Talking to the youth: who do they remember, who do they have
contact with, who is in their cell phone, who are their
Facebook/Twitter friends, who do they call when they have an
emergency, who do they call when they need someone to talk to,
who do they want to be at their graduation, who do they want at
their wedding, etc...

Talking to the family members

Google Search

BRIDGES search

SWSS search

Free People Search OR Paid People Search through Central Office

Family Engagement/Finding

* Family is not always blood relatives — Yes we need to
find/engage biological (adoptive, if applicable) family
members, but there are also other adults that the youth feel
are important to them that we need to find/engage. These
adults could be old neighbors, teachers, coaches, friend’s,
friend’s parents, god parents, close family friends, daycare
providers, etc... Sometimes these individuals are mentioned
in the CPS file (ex: neighbor questioned by CPS during
investigation)

« Ideas to use to outline family/non-family members:

DHS-987
Genogram
Family Tree

Relatives

FOM 721:

“As defined in 2004 PA 475, MCL 712A.13a(j), “Relative” means

an individual who is at least 18 years of age and related to the

child by blood, marriage or adoption, as grandparent, great-
grandparent, great-great-grandparent, aunt or uncle,
stepsibling, nephew or niece, first cousin or first cousin once
removed and the spouse of any of the above, even after the
marriage has ended by death or divorce.”

* “A child may be placed with a parent of a man whom the court
has found probable cause to believe is the putative father if
there is no man with legally established rights to the child. A
placement with the parent of a putative father must not be
construed as a finding of paternity or to confer legal standing
on the putative father. For Indian children, see NAA 215.”




Extended Family/Relative Network

FOM 722-6

* “The participation of parents and members of the extended
family/relative network is viewed as essential to achieving
permanency and is to be actively sought. In general, their
findings of the federal Child and Family Services Reviews
(2004) found that relative placements:

Support reunification.

Provide placement stability.

Provide for a child’s need for safety, well-being and
permanency.

Maintaining family connections is crucial for children in foster
care. Family connections need to be supported no matter
where a child is living while in foster care. “

SIBLINGS

FOM 722-6

¢ “Detail the plan for siblings visits and other contacts within the
sibling visitation section of the case service plan and in the
Parent-Agency Treatment Plan and Service Agreement; see FOM
722-8C or the Permanent Ward Treatment Plan and Service
Agreement (FOM 722-9D). The sibling visitation plan must
include specific:

Dates of visits or contacts.

Location of visits or contacts.

Duration of visits or contacts.

“Sibling visits are to occur at least monthly. The same standard
should apply to ongoing contacts (letters, phone calls, etc.)
between siblings.”

SIBLINGS

FOM 722-6

* “Reasonable efforts must be made for visits to occur between
siblings who are non-wards, such as children remaining in the
removal household after the court has placed siblings in out-
of-home placements. Document the specific sibling visitation
plan and other contacts as outlined above.”

FOM 722-3

* “Note: Termination of parental rights does not negate a
newborn child’s relationship with other siblings already in care
or adopted. Efforts must be made to identify siblings already
in care or adopted by reviewing prior case records of parents
and documenting known information regarding siblings in
child’s file.”




SIBLINGS

ADM 650

¢ “Unless it has been determined that sibling visits are not in
the child’s best interest, a child’s visits with siblings must
continue at the interval established prior to the termination of
parental rights until the court has signed an Order Placing
Child. If visits are discontinued, the decision and the reason(s)
why must be documented in the quarterly adoption reports.”

MAINTAINING EXISTING RELATIONSHIPS

ADM 650

“Following termination of parental rights, it may be important
for the emotional welfare of the child to continue the child’s
existing relationships with the persons who are not directly
responsible for the care of the child but who have been
important in the child’s life. Such relationships may include
siblings, other relatives or unrelated persons with whom the
child has a psychological attachment. These important
relationships must be documented in the DHS-1927, Child’s
Adoptive Assessment (RFF 1927).”

APPLA

Another Planned Permanent Living
Arrangement

* Planned

* Permanent

* Living
Arrangement




REQUIREMENTS

¢ Youth must be 14 years of age or older

* Youth must agree to the plan

¢ Youth must reside in FH at time of application

e Compelling reasons why reunification,
adoption, guardianship and placement with
relatives are not appropriate

* Foster parents must agree in writing to keep
the youth until his/her foster care case closes

APPLA GOAL
APPROVAL PACKET

General Forms/documents — For all goal approvals

¢ Permanency goal checklist

¢ DHS 643 — Permanency Goal Review

* DHS 987 — Relative Documentation (best practice!)

¢ Cover Memo (if needed to address missing information)

Goal Specific Forms
* DHS 343: APPLA Permanency Goal Approval
¢ DHS 843 (TCW) or DHS 844 (TPR): APPLA Agreement
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* Youth must be 16 years of age or older & agree

to the goal

* Youth with this permanency goal DO NOT reside
with a caregiver

* All other permanency goals have been ruled out

* Typically Living Arrangements for youth with this
goal: SIL, IL, Residential w/no plans to move to
FH/Relative placement, Adult Foster Care, or
plan to move to one of these situations w/in
next 30-60 days

»

APPLA-E Goal Approval
Packet

General Forms/documents — For all goal approvals

¢ Permanency goal checklist

* DHS 643 — Permanency Goal Review

* DHS 987 — Relative Documentation (best practice!)

¢ Cover Memo (if needed to address missing information)

Goal Specific Forms:

* DHS 341: APPLA-E Permanency Goal Approval
* DHS 642: APPLA-E Agreement

* Permanency Pact

Permanency cht wosterdubom

* Signed by youth \
and by Support H
Person

* Witnessed by
worker

* Be sure the
supports are
checked off!!

Include supports for basic needs - housmg, fmanaal support, fo&d




Support People

Good Examples:

* Relatives

* Teachers

* Mentor

e Coach

* Neighbor

* Former/current foster parent
* Older adult sibling

e Pastor or youth minister

Approval Process

* Worker completes required forms

* Worker obtains all appropriate signatures

* Supervisor reviews packet and signs all forms

* Packet is reviewed by PRM or county designee

¢ Packet is submitted to Local DHS county director or
designee for approval

* Packet is faxed to DHS Permanency Division
517- 335-6177

In Lansing:
* Packet is reviewed for completeness

* An email sent to the PRM when there is missing
information or questions

* Completed packets submitted to BCW Director for approval

* Once signed by BCW Director, approval notice sent to
agency/county via email

Locally:

* DHS Worker updates SWSS to reflect “goal achieved —
services continuing”

* Worker notifies court of goal approval by DHS
* A signed copy of approval is maintained in case file




APPLA

¢ Youth must be at least 14

years old but can be any age
over 14.

Youth must be in a foster
home to be approved and in
the home of the foster
parent who signs the
agreement

Youth must have
established relationship
with foster parents

APPLA-E

* Youth must be at least 16
years old
»Being 16 doesn’t require a
youth to be APPLA-E

Youth can be in SIL,
residential, JJ setting, jail —
settings without a caregiver.
If youth is in SIL, goal should
be APPLA-E.

Youth must have
established relationship
with at least one significant
supportive adult

Saginaw County PRM:
Justin Wrobel -PRM

810-347-4543
Wrobell@michigan.gov

Verdetta Love — Permanency Manager

LoveV@michigan.gov

Leah Higgins —PRM
HigginsL@michigan.gov

Nicole Hoshock — PRM
HoshockC@michigan.gov




